Table 11 offers a comparison matrix summarizing legal frameworks and criminal justice systems. 
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	Country
	Legal Framework
	Judicial Structure and Oversight
	Law Enforcement & Policing
	Correctional System
	Key Challenges / Notes

	Ethiopia
	Mixed legal system: Civil law-based with customary and Islamic law influences; Constitution guarantees human rights; Criminal Code (1957, amended 2005)
	Federal Supreme Court, Regional High Courts; emerging specialized commercial and administrative courts; independent judiciary in principle.

	Federal Police Commission; regional police forces; emerging specialized financial crime units
	Federal and regional penitentiaries; recent reforms emphasize rehabilitation; WG reviewing prison and evidence laws
	Strong reform momentum under AC and Criminal Justice WG; challenges include resource limitations, uneven implementation, and integrating human rights into practice; sophisticated transnational finance crimes are being addressed gradually

	Somalia
	Plural system: Civil, customary (Xeer), and Sharia law; transitional federal legal instruments
	Supreme Court, federal member state courts, and weak enforcement of national rulings
	Ministry of Internal Security; police predominantly localized; limited capacity for financial crimes
	Prisons vary by region; rehabilitative programming is minimal; corrections are often informal.
	Fragile state structures; chronic instability; weak rule of law; illicit finance networks exploit jurisdictional gaps; minimal oversight on transnational money flows

	Eritrea
	Civil law foundation with executive-centered influence; Constitution suspended (1997); Criminal Code codified
	Highly centralized judiciary under executive control; limited independence; appeals processed with executive oversight
	National Police under the Ministry of Interior; security apparatus tightly controlled; limited transparency
	State-run correctional facilities; human rights concerns reported; rehabilitation is not a prominent focus
	A highly centralized system limits transparency; corruption and opaque financial practices are challenges for monitoring illicit networks.

	Djibouti
	Civil law system influenced by French law; Constitution (1992) and Penal Code
	Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, and specialized commercial and financial courts present
	National Police and Gendarmerie; anti-fraud and customs enforcement units
	Central prison system with limited rehabilitation programs
	Strategic location at the Red Sea increases susceptibility to smuggling and illicit finance; small institutional capacity for complex financial crime investigations

	Sudan
	Mixed system: Islamic law for criminal and family matters, civil law for commercial codes; Transitional Constitution 2019
	Supreme Court; Criminal Courts; specialized anti-corruption tribunals emerging; judicial independence under reform
	National Police, border security, Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU); limited forensic capabilities
	State-managed prisons; reforms initiated for human rights compliance; rehabilitation limited
	Transitional legal environment; ongoing constitutional reforms; illicit finance and money laundering under legislated oversight, but enforcement is inconsistent; the dual legal system hinders uniform application.
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Table 13: Major Programmatic Initiatives
	Category
	Ethiopia
	Somalia
	Eritrea
	Djibouti
	Sudan
	Regional/Multilateral Initiatives

	Legal Frameworks
	Comprehensive anti-TiP law; ratified UN Palermo Protocol; alignment with AU standards.
	Draft legislation varies; national enforcement is limited; it relies on regional frameworks.
	National anti-TiP laws exist; limited enforcement due to state secrecy and restricted civil society input.
	National legislation aligned with UN guidance; it facilitates shelters for victims.
	Anti-TiP and SoM laws exist; capacity constraints hinder implementation.
	African Union-Horn of Africa Initiative (AU-HOAI); IGAD protocols; Palermo Protocol; Rome Declaration/Khartoum Process.

	Enforcement Agencies
	Police units with AMMI/BMM-trained officers; Directorate of International Cooperation; Regional & federal task forces.
	Local police and clan security mechanisms; limited central oversight.
	Limited state policing; informal networks often dominate enforcement.
	Police, border control units, and specialized shelters.
	Sudanese police and border patrol often support cross-border operations with varying coordination with partners.
	INTERPOL liaison; RECs frameworks (IGAD, EAC, COMESA); UNODC support; ESAAMLG for financial crimes; joint law enforcement operations.

	Special Programs / Projects
	AMMI (Addressing Mixed Migration Flows), Better Migration Management (BMM); victim-centered identification and care; anti-forgery and financial investigation training.
	Limited formal programs; relies on NGO and international support.
	Minimal programs; focus on secondary transit monitoring in Eritrean shelters.
	Shelters for sex and labor trafficking survivors; reintegration programs; psychological support.
	Guesthouse and safe houses in Khartoum; Red Sea corridor monitoring.
	AU-HoAI projects; Khartoum Process initiatives; EU-HoA Migration Route Initiative; CoESPU/African Union joint training for law enforcement on TiP and SoM.

	Cross-Border Cooperation
	Active collaboration via IGAD; joint investigations and intelligence sharing; mutual legal assistance treaties.
	Participates in IGAD frameworks; constrained by internal instability.
	Cross-border coordination is limited; informal networks fill gaps.
	Collaboration with the authorities of Ethiopia, Somalia, and Yemen for migrant protection.
	Engages in trilateral operations with Libya/Egypt on Smuggling, reporting to IGAD.
	Regional referral mechanisms (Transnational Referral Mechanism, TRM); information-sharing platforms; coordinated enforcement and victim protection protocols.

	Victim Protection Mechanisms
	Gender-specific, child-sensitive assessments; shelters and psychosocial support; access to legal aid; integration programs.
	Limited; mainly community-driven or NGO-supported.
	Highly restricted; few formal mechanisms; risk of re-victimization.
	Shelters, trauma-informed care, and training on psychosocial support.
	Transitional shelters; protection during transit; NGO-supported psychosocial services.
	AU-HoAI harmonized protocols; Rome Declaration mandates; victim-centered, multi-stakeholder engagement; standardized training curricula across the region.

	Challenges / Gaps
	Fragmented coordination; resource and capacity limitations; victim identification underperforming
	Weak enforcement due to political instability; gaps in legislation
	Highly opaque governance; weak compliance
	Limited scalability; dependency on international funding
	Internal conflict complicates law enforcement; porous borders
	Insufficient sustainable funding; political instability; coordination challenges; resource gaps; data collection inconsistencies; uneven application of protocols across member states
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