NEET concept conceptualisation study
Codes//Themes and sub-themes	
	Name
	Description

	Theme 1_Defining unemployment and employment
	This theme explores how different participants conceptualize unemployment and employment, highlighting both commonalities and divergences in their definitions.

	1. Sub-theme_Core definition of unemployment
	

	Criteria for unemployment
	Official criteria used to define/register unemployed youth.

	Age greater than or equal to 18 years old (working age)
	youth suggested that age should be considered as one of the criteria to identify unemployed youth.

	Earning below 2000 ETB per month
	Those young individuals who earn below 2000 ETB per month (insufficient for basic need) are considered as unemployed youth.

	Economic vulnerability
	Those young people with economic vulnerability (inability to meet basic needs) are considered as unemployed youth by public sector officials.

	employment readiness (age + willingness)
	public sector officials suggested that young individuals with employment readiness(age plus willingness) to work are registered unemployed youth.

	informal work without sustainable income
	Those young individuals who are in the informal work without sustainable income counted as unemployed youth.

	Lack of business license and TIN
	Those young individuals who don't have a business license and TIN is considered as unemployed youth

	Lack of job, businnes, or stable means of earning
	Youth considered lack of job, businnes, or stable means of earning as key criteria for identification of unemployed youth.

	Not earning and still relying on family for support
	Youth consider not earning and still relying on family for support as another criteria to identify unemployed youth.

	Sitting idle at home without work
	Youth onsider sitting idle at home without work as one criteria to identify unemployed youth.

	social factors (migrant status or disability)
	Those young people with migrant status or disability are considered as unemployed youth by public sectors officials.

	Definitions_Unemployment
	How unemployed youth define unemployment (e.g., lack of work, income, stability, dependence).

	Dependence on others
	Unemployment means being financially dependent on family or others.

	Failing to take responsibility for one’s own life
	A person who can work but chooses dependency is unemployed, regardless of education or background.

	Individual consistently goes out and returns home without contributing to their family or themselves
	Youth suggested that if an individual consistently goes out and returns without contributing any value to their family or themselves, they may be classified as unemployed.

	Lack of initiative and willingness
	Unemployment is defined as lack of initiative and willingness to work.

	Lack of productive activities
	Unemployment is defined as not being engaged in any productive activity.

	Lack of stable income
	Unemployment is defined by a lack of stable or regular income.

	Lack of work
	Unemployment defined simply as being without work or a job.

	Someone who involved in unlawful behavior (the act of theft)
	Youth in rural area suggested that someone who involved in unlawful behaviours (the act of theft, hanging, substance use) is considered as unemployed.

	Those who failed university entrance exams
	It was suggested by youth that those youth who failed university entrance exams were considered as unemployed youth.

	Willing to work but lack opportunity
	Someone who is willing to work but who lacks opportunity is considered as unemployed.

	2.Sub-theme_definitions of employment
	

	Criteria for employment
	Criteria to categorise someone as employed.

	Earn enough(greater than 2000 ETB) to sustain themselves and their family (above subsistence wages).
	Someone who earn enough (greater than 2000 ETB) to sustain themselves and their family (above subsistence wages) is considered as employed person.

	Hold a valid business license or TIN
	Youth who holds a valid business license/TIN is counted as employed.

	Registered public sector worker or contractor
	Someone who is registered public sector worker or contractor is considered as employed individual.

	Definition_Employment
	How unemployed youth define employment (e.g., having a job, income, stability, self-sufficiency).

	Having sources of income
	Having sources of income is considered as employment.

	Running family business like shop or cafe
	Youth suggested that running family business like shop or cafe counted as employment.

	Self-employed
	Youth suggested someone who run his or her own business is considered as employed (self-employed).

	Self-reliant
	A person is employed if they are self-reliant, they don’t depend on others for basic needs.

	Someone with steady, ongoing work and earning regular income
	If a young person has steady, ongoing work and is earning a regular income he/she can be considered as employed.

	Supporting him or herself in a sustainable way
	Youth suggested that someone who can support him or herself in a sustainable way is counted as employed youth.

	Work that provides more than just subsistence_beyond survival (basic needs)
	It has been suggested that the work that provides more than just subsistence(there must be something left over after covering basic needs) is considered as employment.

	3. Sub-theme_Classification of specific group
	

	Activities considered as an unemployment
	Activities youth explicitly state should not be considered as employment (e.g., daily labor, unpaid family help, housework, inconsistent work), but considered as unmployment.

	Daily labourer
	Youth consider daily labourer as an activity that should be counted as unemployment.

	Supporting family
	Activies such as supporting family with farm work and working in family is considered by the youth as unemployment.

	Unpaid household work by women
	Some youth consider unpaid household work by women as unemployment, but others not.

	Voluntary work
	Youth counted voluntary work as unemployment.

	Theme 2_Impacts and consequences of unemployment
	This theme consolidates the negative effects of unemployment on individuals and the community, as described by all participant groups.

	1. Sub-theme_Social and behavioural impacts
	

	Impacts of unemployment on youth and community
	Different stakeholders stated that unemployment has multidimensional impact on youth, families, society, and country at large.

	Addiction or substance use
	Participants stated that addiction or substance use is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Criminal behaviours like theft and robberies
	Participants stated that criminal behaviours like theft and robberies  are one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Family conflict and separation or divorce
	Participants stated that family conflict and separation is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Hopelessness
	Participants stated that hopelessness is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Illegal migration
	Participants stated that illegal migration is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Mental health problems
	Participants stated that mental health problems is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Reduce self-confidence
	Participants stated that reduced or lowered self-confidence is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	2. Sub-theme_Psychological and emotional impacts
	

	Impacts of unemployment on youth and community
	Different stakeholders stated that unemployment has multidimensional impact on youth, families, society, and country at large.

	Addiction or substance use
	Participants stated that addiction or substance use is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Criminal behaviours like theft and robberies
	Participants stated that criminal behaviours like theft and robberies  are one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Family conflict and separation or divorce
	Participants stated that family conflict and separation is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Hopelessness
	Participants stated that hopelessness is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Illegal migration
	Participants stated that illegal migration is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Mental health problems
	Participants stated that mental health problems is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Reduce self-confidence
	Participants stated that reduced or lowered self-confidence is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	3. Sub-theme_Family and relationship impacts
	

	Impacts of unemployment on youth and community
	Different stakeholders stated that unemployment has multidimensional impact on youth, families, society, and country at large.

	Addiction or substance use
	Participants stated that addiction or substance use is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Criminal behaviours like theft and robberies
	Participants stated that criminal behaviours like theft and robberies  are one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Family conflict and separation or divorce
	Participants stated that family conflict and separation is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Hopelessness
	Participants stated that hopelessness is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Illegal migration
	Participants stated that illegal migration is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Mental health problems
	Participants stated that mental health problems is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Reduce self-confidence
	Participants stated that reduced or lowered self-confidence is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Impacts of unemployment on youth and community
	Different stakeholders stated that unemployment has multidimensional impact on youth, families, society, and country at large.

	Addiction or substance use
	Participants stated that addiction or substance use is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Criminal behaviours like theft and robberies
	Participants stated that criminal behaviours like theft and robberies  are one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Family conflict and separation or divorce
	Participants stated that family conflict and separation is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Hopelessness
	Participants stated that hopelessness is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Illegal migration
	Participants stated that illegal migration is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Mental health problems
	Participants stated that mental health problems is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Reduce self-confidence
	Participants stated that reduced or lowered self-confidence is one of the negative consequences related with unemployment.

	Theme 3_Obstacles and challenges to employment
	This theme compiles the various barriers youth face in finding or creating jobs, categorized into systemic, skills-related, and attitudinal challenges.

	1. Sub-theme_Systemic and structural barriers
	

	Obstacles preventing youth from finding employment
	These are some of the biggest obstacles preventing youth from finding employment or creating their own business.

	AbandonIing jobs that generate small incomes
	participants stated that people abandon jobs that generate small incomes instead of building gradually.

	Addiction (substance use)
	Youth stated that addiction (substance use) is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	Distance
	Youth stated that distance is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	Lack of job opportunities in the area
	Youth stated that lack of job opportunities in the area is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	Lack of money or start up capital
	Youth stated that lack of money is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	Lack of motivation
	Youth stated that lack of motivation is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	Lack of work experience
	Youth stated that lack of work experience is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	Lack of working space
	

	Losing hope to keep job-searching
	Youth stated that losing hope to keep job-searching is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	Skill mismatch_lack of job in their field of study
	Youth stated that skill mismatch or lack of job in their field of study is one the biggest obstacles preventing them from finding job.

	2. Sub-theme_Skills and education mismatch
	

	Challenges that unemployed youth faced
	Challenges that unemployed youth faced when applying for job.

	Corruption
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like corruption when applying for jobs.

	Disconnection between financial institutions and employment associations
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like disconnection between financial institutions and employment associations when applying to start organized work in the form of micro-enterprise.

	lack of social connection or relatives
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like lacking connections or relatives when applying for jobs.

	Lack of work experience
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like lack of work experience when applying for jobs.

	The problem of creating proper market linkages
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like the problem of creating proper market linkages after organise in the form of micro-enterprise and started working.

	3. Sub-theme_Mindset and attitude barriers
	

	Challenges that unemployed youth faced
	Challenges that unemployed youth faced when applying for job.

	Corruption
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like corruption when applying for jobs.

	Disconnection between financial institutions and employment associations
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like disconnection between financial institutions and employment associations when applying to start organized work in the form of micro-enterprise.

	lack of social connection or relatives
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like lacking connections or relatives when applying for jobs.

	Lack of work experience
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like lack of work experience when applying for jobs.

	The problem of creating proper market linkages
	Young people stated that they encountered challenges like the problem of creating proper market linkages after organise in the form of micro-enterprise and started working.

	Theme 4_Societal perceptions and gendered experiences
	This theme explores how society views unemployed youth and how unemployment disproportionately affects men and women.

	1. Sub-theme_Societal perceptions of unemployed youth
	

	How society view unemployed youth and how they view themselves
	This indicates societal perceptions (views) of unemployed youth by different stakeholders i.e., how society view unemployed youth.

	Criticise the field of study (low-value field of study)
	The society criticise unemployed youth by their field of study, indicating that he or she become unemployed because he or she studied useless field.

	Discrimination
	Youth stated that society discriminate unemployed youth due to their joblessness.

	Failure and becoming burden on family
	The society viewed unemployed youth as someone who fails in life and become burden on the family.

	Gossiping
	Youth stated that the society gossip them due their lack of job.

	Society or family expect more
	Youth stated that the society or family expect more from them which is extremely distressing.

	Some society provide strong moral support_Keep going message
	Youth stated that some society or community provide the strong moral support for unemployed youth, encouraging us with "Keep going message".

	Unemployed youth distance (isolate) themselves from society
	Youth stated that they distance themselves due to joblessness.

	2. Sub-theme_Gendered impacts of unemployment
	

	How society view unemployed youth and how they view themselves
	This indicates societal perceptions (views) of unemployed youth by different stakeholders i.e., how society view unemployed youth.

	Criticise the field of study (low-value field of study)
	The society criticise unemployed youth by their field of study, indicating that he or she become unemployed because he or she studied useless field.

	Discrimination
	Youth stated that society discriminate unemployed youth due to their joblessness.

	Failure and becoming burden on family
	The society viewed unemployed youth as someone who fails in life and become burden on the family.

	Gossiping
	Youth stated that the society gossip them due their lack of job.

	Society or family expect more
	Youth stated that the society or family expect more from them which is extremely distressing.

	Some society provide strong moral support_Keep going message
	Youth stated that some society or community provide the strong moral support for unemployed youth, encouraging us with "Keep going message".

	Unemployed youth distance (isolate) themselves from society
	Youth stated that they distance themselves due to joblessness.

	Theme 5_Solutions and recommendations
	This theme compiles proposed strategies for addressing youth unemployment, drawing from all perspectives.

	1. Government and institutional intervention
	

	Suggested solutions
	The youth suggested the final solutions to reduce unemployment rate and the consequences on youth unemployment on youth, family, society, and country at large.

	Factories or industries should be expanded in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that factories or industries should be expanded in the area.

	Government and NGO's should expand job opportunities in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that Government and NGO's should expand job opportunities in the area.

	Private business should be expanded in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that private business should be expanded in the area.

	Youth should be motivated and keep searching jobs
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that youth should be motivated and keep searching for jobs or create their own jobs.

	2. Individual and community responsibility
	

	Suggested solutions
	The youth suggested the final solutions to reduce unemployment rate and the consequences on youth unemployment on youth, family, society, and country at large.

	Factories or industries should be expanded in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that factories or industries should be expanded in the area.

	Government and NGO's should expand job opportunities in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that Government and NGO's should expand job opportunities in the area.

	Private business should be expanded in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that private business should be expanded in the area.

	Youth should be motivated and keep searching jobs
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that youth should be motivated and keep searching for jobs or create their own jobs.

	3. Sub-theme_Cross-cutting considerations
	

	Suggested solutions
	The youth suggested the final solutions to reduce unemployment rate and the consequences on youth unemployment on youth, family, society, and country at large.

	Factories or industries should be expanded in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that factories or industries should be expanded in the area.

	Government and NGO's should expand job opportunities in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that Government and NGO's should expand job opportunities in the area.

	Private business should be expanded in the area
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that private business should be expanded in the area.

	Youth should be motivated and keep searching jobs
	To solve the problems related with unemployment, youth suggested that youth should be motivated and keep searching for jobs or create their own jobs.
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