Table S1: Comparison of baseline characteristics between respondents and non-respondents

	
	non-respondents
	respondents
	Standardize diff.
	P-value
	P-value*

	N
	1551
	517
	
	
	

	dmft
(continuous variable)
	1.92 ± 3.09
	1.87 ± 3.08
	0.02 (-0.08, 0.11)
	0.764
	0.656

	Gender
	
	
	0.03 (-0.07, 0.13)
	0.541
	-

	boy
	819 (52.80%)
	281 (54.35%)
	
	
	

	girl
	732 (47.20%)
	236 (45.65%)
	
	
	

	dmft
(Two categories)
	
	
	0.02 (-0.07, 0.12)
	0.627
	-

	=0
	872 (56.22%)
	297 (57.45%)
	
	
	

	>0
	679 (43.78%)
	220 (42.55%)
	
	
	

	age
	
	
	0.04 (-0.06, 0.14)
	0.771
	-

	3
	435 (28.05%)
	153 (29.59%)
	
	
	

	4
	577 (37.20%)
	191 (36.94%)
	
	
	

	5
	539 (34.75%)
	173 (33.46%)
	
	
	


dmft: the decayed, missing, and filled teeth index

Table S2 Baseline characteristics of preschool children

	Variable
	Total 
n=517
	No ECC
 n=297
	With ECC 
n=220
	OR(95%CI)
	P-value

	Month of age
	54.54 ± 10.13
	52.71 ± 10.11
	57.00 ± 9.65
	0.43 (0.26, 0.61)
	<0.001

	dmft
	1.87 ± 3.08
	0.00 ± 0.00
	4.39 ± 3.34
	1.86 (1.65, 2.07)
	<0.001

	Gender
	
	
	
	0.14 (-0.04, 0.31)
	0.126

	boy
	281 (54.35%)
	170 (57.24%)
	111 (50.45%)
	
	

	girl
	236 (45.65%)
	127 (42.76%)
	109 (49.55%)
	
	

	Birth weight
	
	
	
	0.06 (-0.12, 0.23)
	0.942

	Low birth weight: <2.5kg
	26 (5.03%)
	16 (5.39%)
	10 (4.55%)
	
	

	Normal: 4kg ≥ weight ≥ 2.5kg
	455 (88.01%)
	260 (87.54%)
	195 (88.64%)
	
	

	Macrocephalic infant: > 4kg 
	25 (4.84%)
	14 (4.71%)
	11 (5.00%)
	
	

	Not clear
	11 (2.13%)
	7 (2.36%)
	4 (1.82%)
	
	

	Birth method
	
	
	
	0.22 (0.05, 0.40)
	0.047

	Vaginal delivery
	260 (50.29%)
	136 (45.79%)
	124 (56.36%)
	
	

	Cesarean section 
	243 (47.00%)
	151 (50.84%)
	92 (41.82%)
	
	

	Other
	14 (2.71%)
	10 (3.37%)
	4 (1.82%)
	
	

	Primary caregiver
	
	
	
	0.01 (-0.16, 0.19)
	0.869

	Parents
	413 (79.88%)
	238 (80.13%)
	175 (79.55%)
	
	

	Other people
	104 (20.12%)
	59 (19.87%)
	45 (20.45%)
	
	

	Mother's educational level
	
	
	
	0.28 (0.11, 0.46)
	0.041

	Below junior high school
	27 (5.22%)
	12 (4.04%)
	15 (6.82%)
	
	

	High / technical school
	84 (16.25%)
	41 (13.80%)
	43 (19.55%)
	
	

	Associate Degree
	121 (23.40%)
	64 (21.55%)
	57 (25.91%)
	
	

	Bachelor's Degree
	253 (48.94%)
	162 (54.55%)
	91 (41.36%)
	
	

	Master's degree or above
	32 (6.19%)
	18 (6.06%)
	14 (6.36%)
	
	

	Urban and rural areas
	
	
	
	0.22 (0.04, 0.39)
	0.013

	Urban areas
	470 (90.91%)
	278 (93.60%)
	192 (87.27%)
	
	

	Rural areas
	47 (9.09%)
	19 (6.40%)
	28 (12.73%)
	
	

	Frequency of brushing teeth
	
	
	
	0.03 (-0.14, 0.21)
	0.926

	2 or more times a day
	374 (72.34%)
	215 (72.39%)
	159 (72.27%)
	
	

	Once a day
	126 (24.37%)
	73 (24.58%)
	53 (24.09%)
	
	

	Less than once a day
	17 (3.29%)
	9 (3.03%)
	8 (3.64%)
	
	

	Time to start brushing teeth
	
	
	
	0.71 (0.53, 0.89)
	<0.001

	Before 1 year old
	151 (29.21%)
	115 (38.72%)
	36 (16.36%)
	
	

	1-2 years old
	205 (39.65%)
	118 (39.73%)
	87 (39.55%)
	
	

	2-3 years old
	119 (23.02%)
	59 (19.87%)
	60 (27.27%)
	
	

	After 3 years old
	42 (8.12%)
	5 (1.68%)
	37 (16.82%)
	
	

	Time length of brushing time
	
	
	
	0.13 (-0.05, 0.30)
	0.546

	More than 2 minutes
	96 (18.57%)
	54 (18.18%)
	42 (19.09%)
	
	

	1-2 minutes
	282 (54.55%)
	166 (55.89%)
	116 (52.73%)
	
	

	30 seconds - 1 minute
	122 (23.60%)
	70 (23.57%)
	52 (23.64%)
	
	

	Less than 30 seconds
	17 (3.29%)
	7 (2.36%)
	10 (4.55%)
	
	

	Child brushes, you will
	
	
	
	0.28 (0.11, 0.46)
	0.019

	Help brushing
	223 (43.13%)
	143 (48.15%)
	80 (36.36%)
	
	

	Give instructions beside them
	186 (35.98%)
	104 (35.02%)
	82 (37.27%)
	
	

	Remind them and then leave
	24 (4.64%)
	12 (4.04%)
	12 (5.45%)
	
	

	Let them brush by themselves
	84 (16.25%)
	38 (12.79%)
	46 (20.91%)
	
	

	Frequency of consuming sugar
	
	
	
	1.18 (1.00, 1.37)
	<0.001

	Less than 2 times a week
	166 (32.11%)
	143 (48.15%)
	23 (10.45%)
	
	

	3-4 times a week
	137 (26.50%)
	73 (24.58%)
	64 (29.09%)
	
	

	5 times or more a week
	72 (13.93%)
	4 (1.35%)
	68 (30.91%)
	
	

	Depends on the situation
	142 (27.47%)
	77 (25.93%)
	65 (29.55%)
	
	

	Selection of soft or hard foods
	
	
	
	0.14 (-0.03, 0.32)
	0.463

	Soft foods
	215 (41.59%)
	116 (39.06%)
	99 (45.00%)
	
	

	Coarse foods
	25 (4.84%)
	17 (5.72%)
	8 (3.64%)
	
	

	the same amount
	262 (50.68%)
	155 (52.19%)
	107 (48.64%)
	
	

	
	
	9 (3.03%)
	6 (2.73%)
	
	

	Bedtime bottle/breastfeeding
	
	
	
	0.22 (0.04, 0.39)
	0.105

	Never happened
	408 (78.92%)
	242 (81.48%)
	166 (75.45%)
	
	

	Used to, but not anymore
	94 (18.18%)
	46 (15.49%)
	48 (21.82%)
	
	

	Occasionally
	11 (2.13%)
	8 (2.69%)
	3 (1.36%)
	
	

	Often
	4 (0.77%)
	1 (0.34%)
	3 (1.36%)
	
	

	Wean off bottle/breastfeeding
	
	
	
	0.11 (-0.07, 0.28)
	0.842

	Before 1 year old
	57 (11.03%)
	34 (11.45%)
	23 (10.45%)
	
	

	1-2 years old
	171 (33.08%)
	94 (31.65%)
	77 (35.00%)
	
	

	2-3 years old
	131 (25.34%)
	73 (24.58%)
	58 (26.36%)
	
	

	3 years old and above
	82 (15.86%)
	50 (16.84%)
	32 (14.55%)
	
	

	Still using
	76 (14.70%)
	46 (15.49%)
	30 (13.64%)
	
	

	Brushing supervision frequency
	
	
	
	0.25 (0.08, 0.43)
	0.047

	Always 
	262 (50.68%)
	166 (55.89%)
	96 (43.64%)
	
	

	Often
	167 (32.30%)
	88 (29.63%)
	79 (35.91%)
	
	

	Occasionally 
	82 (15.86%)
	40 (13.47%)
	42 (19.09%)
	
	

	Rarely 
	6 (1.16%)
	3 (1.01%)
	3 (1.36%)
	
	

	For milk tea requests
	
	
	
	0.19 (0.02, 0.37)
	0.182

	Forbidden
	117 (22.63%)
	75 (25.25%)
	42 (19.09%)
	
	

	Use sugar-free alternatives
	38 (7.35%)
	21 (7.07%)
	17 (7.73%)
	
	

	Limit to once weekly
	355 (68.67%)
	199 (67.00%)
	156 (70.91%)
	
	

	Allow up to 3 times weekly
	7 (1.35%)
	2 (0.67%)
	5 (2.27%)
	
	

	Frequency of seeing dentists
	
	
	
	0.19 (0.02, 0.37)
	0.182

	0 times 
	279 (53.97%)
	168 (56.57%)
	111 (50.45%)
	
	

	1 time
	162 (31.33%)
	93 (31.31%)
	69 (31.36%)
	
	

	2 times
	51 (9.86%)
	26 (8.75%)
	25 (11.36%)
	
	

	3 times or more
	25 (4.84%)
	10 (3.37%)
	15 (6.82%)
	
	

	Routine examination by dentists
	
	
	
	0.29 (0.11, 0.46)
	0.001

	Yes
	299 (57.83%)
	154 (51.85%)
	145 (65.91%)
	
	

	No
	218 (42.17%)
	143 (48.15%)
	75 (34.09%)
	
	

	Dental health activities in KG
	
	
	
	0.09 (-0.09, 0.26)
	0.813

	more than 3times per year
	142 (27.47%)
	85 (28.62%)
	57 (25.91%)
	
	

	1-2 times per year
	298 (57.64%)
	166 (55.89%)
	132 (60.00%)
	
	

	Rarely or never conducted 
	11 (2.13%)
	7 (2.36%)
	4 (1.82%)
	
	

	Not clear
	66 (12.77%)
	39 (13.13%)
	27 (12.27%)
	
	

	Brushing activities in KG
	
	
	
	0.10 (-0.07, 0.28)
	0.857

	Every day
	78 (15.09%)
	47 (15.82%)
	31 (14.09%)
	
	

	Several times a week
	15 (2.90%)
	9 (3.03%)
	6 (2.73%)
	
	

	Occasionally 
	102 (19.73%)
	54 (18.18%)
	48 (21.82%)
	
	

	No
	53 (10.25%)
	32 (10.77%)
	21 (9.55%)
	
	

	Not clear
	269 (52.03%)
	155 (52.19%)
	114 (51.82%)
	
	

	Sweet foods Restrictions in KG
	
	
	
	0.23 (0.06, 0.41)
	0.124

	Strict restrictions
	122 (23.60%)
	73 (24.58%)
	49 (22.27%)
	
	

	Moderate restrictions
	215 (41.59%)
	125 (42.09%)
	90 (40.91%)
	
	

	Little restrictions
	14 (2.71%)
	5 (1.68%)
	9 (4.09%)
	
	

	No restrictions 
	11 (2.13%)
	3 (1.01%)
	8 (3.64%)
	
	

	Not clear
	155 (29.98%)
	91 (30.64%)
	64 (29.09%)
	
	

	Frequency of sweet food in KG
	
	
	
	0.23 (0.06, 0.41)
	0.159

	Never provided
	38 (7.35%)
	20 (6.73%)
	18 (8.18%)
	
	

	1-2 times per week
	270 (52.22%)
	165 (55.56%)
	105 (47.73%)
	
	

	3-4 times per week
	19 (3.68%)
	14 (4.71%)
	5 (2.27%)
	
	

	Provided every day 
	15 (2.90%)
	8 (2.69%)
	7 (3.18%)
	
	

	Not clear
	175 (33.85%)
	90 (30.30%)
	85 (38.64%)
	
	

	Professional nutritionist in KG
	
	
	
	0.24 (0.07, 0.42)
	0.061

	Yes
	227 (43.91%)
	144 (48.48%)
	83 (37.73%)
	
	

	Relevant personnel in charge.
	139 (26.89%)
	77 (25.93%)
	62 (28.18%)
	
	

	No dedicated person. 
	6 (1.16%)
	4 (1.35%)
	2 (0.91%)
	
	

	Not clear
	145 (28.05%)
	72 (24.24%)
	73 (33.18%)
	
	

	The nearest dental clinic
	
	
	
	0.11 (-0.07, 0.28)
	0.692

	Within 10 minutes' walk
	236 (45.65%)
	139 (46.80%)
	97 (44.09%)
	
	

	From 10 to 30 minutes' walk
	201 (38.88%)
	111 (37.37%)
	90 (40.91%)
	
	

	Within 30 minutes' drive
	73 (14.12%)
	44 (14.81%)
	29 (13.18%)
	
	

	More than 30 minutes' drive
	7 (1.35%)
	3 (1.01%)
	4 (1.82%)
	
	

	Fluoride Varnish Program awareness
	
	
	
	0.23 (0.05, 0.40)
	0.093

	Very familiar
	18 (3.48%)
	13 (4.38%)
	5 (2.27%)
	
	

	Some knowledge
	109 (21.08%)
	68 (22.90%)
	41 (18.64%)
	
	

	Have heard of it
	56 (10.83%)
	37 (12.46%)
	19 (8.64%)
	
	

	Not familiar
	334 (64.60%)
	179 (60.27%)
	155 (70.45%)
	
	

	Oral health education
	
	
	
	0.31 (0.14, 0.49)
	0.007

	Never attended
	14 (2.71%)
	5 (1.68%)
	9 (4.09%)
	
	

	Occasionally attended
	106 (20.50%)
	75 (25.25%)
	31 (14.09%)
	
	

	Regularly attended
	105 (20.31%)
	60 (20.20%)
	45 (20.45%)
	
	

	Depending on the situation 
	292 (56.48%)
	157 (52.86%)
	135 (61.36%)
	
	


dmft: the decayed, missing, and filled teeth index; KG=Kindergarten
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