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Table 1. The discursive record: three shifts in the humanitarian sections of China's foreign aid white papers,

2011-2021

Sources: State Council Information Office of China 2011, 2014, 2021.

Dimension

2011 White Paper

2014 White Paper

2021 White Paper

Section heading
(thematic shift)

Subcategories
(categorial shift)

Framing
terminology
(nominal shift)

Emergency Humanitarian
Assistance

Three components:

- Emergency disaster
relief

- Cash assistance

- Dispatch of rescue
personnel

Foreign aid
(duiwai yuanzhu)

Humanitarian Assistance

Five components:

- Emergency disaster
relief

- Cash assistance

- Emergency food aid
- Post-disaster
reconstruction

- Disaster preparation
and mitigation

Foreign aid
(duiwai yuanzhu)

Responding to Global
Humanitarian Challenges
Together

Six components:

- Emergency disaster relief

- Emergency food aid

- Post-disaster recovery and
reconstruction

- Disaster preparation and
mitigation

- Public health emergencies
- Migrant and refugee crisis
response

International development
cooperation

(quoji fazhan hezuo)
Humanitarian assistance
reclassified as subcategory

Note. The table tracks three dimensions of change rather than cataloguing all content differences across the three documents.
Each shift registers a distinct moment at which accumulated practice had outpaced existing discursive categories and required
formal reclassification.




