Supplementary File 1. Semi-Structured Interview Guide 
Introduction
I am a research nurse working in the stroke unit and involved in several clinical trials. You have recently experienced a stroke and were invited to participate in the EFFECTS trial.
We would like to understand more about why patients choose to participate in clinical trials. We are therefore interviewing patients to improve the written and verbal information provided to future participants and to identify the factors that influence decisions about participation in research. Improved information may help more patients decide to participate in research studies in the future.
Experience of Being Invited to Participate
Can you tell me about what happened when you were invited to participate in the EFFECTS trial?
Prompts
· Who gave you information about the trial?
· What were your first thoughts when you received the information?
· How did you feel?
· What did you think about the place where you received the information?
· What did you think about the timing?
Information About the Trial
What did you think about the written information you received about the EFFECTS trial?
Prompts
· What did you think about the language used?
· What aspects were clear?
· Was there anything that was particularly difficult to understand?
What information were you given about the trial? Could you tell me, in your own words, what you think the trial is about?
Prompts
· Was there anything that was particularly helpful in the information you received?
· Was there anything that was particularly difficult to understand?
· Was there anything you felt was missing from the information?
Understanding of Randomisation
In this trial, participants were randomly allocated to receive either the active medication or a placebo.
Prompts
· How did you feel about this?
· Do you understand why random allocation is necessary in clinical trials?
Decision-Making
Participants who agreed to participate
What made you decide to participate in the EFFECTS trial?
Prompts
· Did you discuss your decision with anyone?
· With whom?
· What did you discuss?
· What conclusions did you reach?
· How did you feel about your decision?
Participants who declined participation
Did you discuss your decision about whether to participate with anyone?
Prompts
· With whom?
· What did you discuss?
· What conclusions did you reach?
· How did you feel?
What made you decide not to participate in the EFFECTS trial?
Prompts
· How was your decision received?
· How did you feel about your decision?
· Looking back, how do you feel about your decision now?
Views on the Trial Medication
In this trial, we used a medication that is normally prescribed for people with depression.
Prompts
· What did you think when you were told this?
· Did this influence your decision to participate or not to participate?
· Did you have any particular feelings or concerns about this?
Views on Possible Side Effects
How did you feel about the possible side effects of the trial medication?
Prompts
· Was there anything in particular that worried you?
· What did you think about the information you received regarding possible side effects?
Views on the academic Nature of the trial
This was an academic trial, which means that it was designed and conducted by researchers rather than funded or sponsored by a pharmaceutical company.
Prompts
· What are your thoughts about this?
· Did this have any influence on your decision whether or not to participate?
Closing Questions
Those are all my questions. Is there anything else you would like to add or ask before we finish the interview?
Thank you very much for taking the time to participate in this interview.
· Is there anything you think I should bear in mind when interviewing other participants?
· Is there anything in particular that you will take away from today's interview?
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