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Table 1: Comparison of Rules on Cross-border data Flows among DEPA, CPTPP, RCEP 

	Key Provisions 
	DEPA
	CPTPP
	RCEP

	Elimination of Customs Duties on Digital Products and Electronic Transactions
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Non-Discriminatory Treatment of Digital Products
	Not explicitly stipulated
	Yes
	Not explicitly stipulated

	Electronic Authentication and Signatures
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Paperless Trading
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Domestic Electronic Transaction Framework
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Online Consumer Protection
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Personal Information Protection
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes, but only a principled provision

	Measures against Unsolicited Commercial Electronic Messages (SPAM)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Cybersecurity
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes, as a cooperation framework

	Cross-Border Transfer of Information
	Yes, permitted in principle, with encouragement of interoperability
	Yes, cross-border transfer is permitted, subject to legitimate public policy exceptions
	Yes, cross-border transfer is permitted, with considerable room for exceptions

	Prohibition of Data Localization
	Prohibited, with encouragement of interoperability of data storage and processing models
	Prohibited, but subject to exceptions for legitimate public policy objectives and regulatory review
	Yes, localization is not required in principle, but members may adopt restrictive measures for "legitimate public policy" purposes

	Cross-Border Transfer of Information by Electronic Means and Prohibition of Data Localization in Financial Services
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Liability of Intermediary Service Providers
	Yes
	No
	No

	Confidentiality of Software Source Code and Algorithms
	Yes
	No, but trade secrets are protected under the Intellectual Property chapter
	No

	Open Government Data
	Yes
	No
	No


Official sources for core international agreement texts:

To facilitate editors’ and reviewers’ verification of the original texts of the international agreements cited in this study, such as DEPA, CPTPP, and RCEP, we have specifically included the following official access channels, they are as follows:

DEPA (Digital Economy Partnership Agreement): The full agreement text is available through the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) treaty text page: 

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements-in-force/digital-economy-partnership-agreement-depa/depa-text-and-resources
CPTPP (Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership): The agreement text and resources are available on the New Zealand MFAT official website: 

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements-in-force/cptpp/comprehensive-and-progressive-agreement-for-trans-pacific-partnership-text-and-resources
RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement): The full agreement text is accessible through the New Zealand MFAT RCEP text page: 

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements-in-force/regional-comprehensive-economic-partnership-rcep/rcep-text-and-resources


