Highlights
1. First comparison of primary closure vs. rhomboid flap with modified negative pressure drainage (MNPD) after stoma reversal. 
2. Both closure techniques combined with MNPD achieved very low SSI rates (3.1%–3.8%), far below historical reports. 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Primary closure had significantly shorter operative time and less blood loss than rhomboid flap. 
4. MNPD may be a key factor in preventing SSI, warranting future prospective multicenter trials.
