[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary Materials
Supplementary Table 1. Distribution of Nocardia species
	Nocardia species
	Total (N=31)
	mNGS‑positive (n)

	N. farcinica
	7 (22.58)
	5

	N. brasiliensis
	5 (16.13)
	0

	N. cyriacigeorgica
	4 (12.90)
	4

	N. gelsenkirkensis
	4 (12.90)
	3

	N. abscessus
	3 (9.68)
	2

	N. otitidiscaviarum
	2 (6.45)
	2

	N. tenerifensis
	2 (6.45)
	1

	N. georgiensis
	1 (3.23)
	0

	Nocardia sp. (untyped)
	3 (9.68)
	1

	Total
	31 (100.00)
	18













Supplementary Table 2. Sensitivity analysis using alternative delay thresholds
	Threshold
	Delayed patients (n)
	OR for mNGS non‑use (95% CI)
	P value

	≥14 days
	22
	0.87 (0.20–3.82)
	0.85

	≥30 days
	10
	12.50 (1.90–83.60)
	0.01

	≥60 days
	4
	5.10 (0.45–57.30)
	0.20
























Supplementary Table 3. Firth's penalized logistic regression for delayed diagnosis (≥30 days) : Sensitivity analysis adjusting for age
	Variable
	Adjusted OR (95% CI)
	P value

	mNGS not performed (vs. performed)
	9.20 (1.20–70.90)
	0.03

	Age (per 10 years)
	1.10 (0.52–2.35)
	0.80




