1. The Sources of British Table Tennis Data
To measure the macro-level international competitiveness of elite sports across time, this study compiles the longitudinal team ranking data of England from the official tournament repository jointly maintained by the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and World Table Tennis (WTT).  Specifically, we benchmark the annual performance using the ultimate technical standings of the biennial World Team Table Tennis Championships (1992–2024).  For years characterized by ranking intervals (e.g., 13–16th), the statistical median is calculated for panel data synchronization.  For 2022 and 2024 where the women's team failed to enter the 40-team world finals, a calibrated extrapolation score of 48.5 is assigned based on their positions in the European Continental Qualifiers to prevent truncation bias.
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Since the ITTF capped the World Team Finals at 40 teams post-2022, England's women's team failed to qualify due to their regional elimination. To prevent continuous data truncation and sample exclusion in Stata, we mathematically extrapolated their global technical standing based on their 17th–24th regional placement in the European Championships. This yielded a global calibrated bracket of 41st–56th, and the statistical median of 48.5 was assigned as a robust proxy for their performance.

2. The Sources of Germany Table Tennis Data
The longitudinal international performance and national competitiveness metrics for table tennis (Senior Men's and Women's Team Standings) are derived from the historical statistical archives of the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and the World Table Tennis (WTT) official digital repositories. Methodologically, to resolve the temporal inconsistency where automated annual year-end global team ranking matrices were not uniformly capitalized prior to 2010, this study follows established sports econometric paradigms by utilizing the finalized sovereign placements from the World Table Tennis Championships Teams (ITTF Major IT Standings) as consistent proxy variables for the 1992–2009 observations. Data from 2010 to 2020 capture the standardized year-end ITTF World Team Rankings, while the 2021–2024 panel sequence incorporates the recalibrated ranking architecture managed under the WTT governance framework. Time-fixed and country-fixed effects are integrated into our empirical specifications to absorb high-frequency statistical noise caused by the 2021 WTT ranking operational transition.
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3. The Sources of China Table Tennis Data
The longitudinal international performance and macroeconomic country-level competitiveness metrics for Chinese table tennis (Senior Men's and Women's Team Standings) are retrieved from the historical statistical archives of the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and the World Table Tennis (WTT) official databases. Methodologically, to resolve the temporal inconsistency where automated annual year-end global team ranking matrices were not uniformly institutionalized prior to 2010, this study follows established sports econometric literature by utilizing the finalized sovereign placements from the World Table Tennis Championships Teams (ITTF Major Standings) as consistent proxy variables for the 1992–2009 observations. Data from 2010 to 2020 capture the standardized year-end ITTF World Team Rankings, while the 2021–2024 panel sequence incorporates the recalibrated ranking architecture managed under the WTT governance framework. Time-fixed and country-fixed effects are integrated into our empirical specifications to absorb high-frequency statistical noise caused by the 2021 WTT ranking operational transition.


4. The Sources of Chinese Taipei Table Tennis Data
The longitudinal international performance and macroeconomic country-level competitiveness metrics for Chinese Taipei table tennis (Senior Men's and Women's Team Standings) are retrieved from the historical statistical archives of the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and the World Table Tennis (WTT) official databases.  Methodologically, to resolve the temporal inconsistency where automated annual year-end global team ranking matrices were not uniformly institutionalized prior to 2010, this study follows established sports econometric literature by utilizing the finalized sovereign placements from the World Table Tennis Championships Teams (ITTF Major Standings) as consistent proxy variables for the 1992–2009 observations.  All observations for this region are strictly aggregated under the formal IOC/FIFA country designation code 'Chinese Taipei (TPE)'.  Data from 2010 to 2020 capture the standardized year-end ITTF World Team Rankings, while the 2021–2024 panel sequence incorporates the recalibrated ranking architecture managed under the WTT governance framework.  Time-fixed and region-fixed effects are integrated into our empirical specifications to absorb high-frequency statistical noise caused by the 2021 WTT ranking operational transition.
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5. The Sources of Korea Table Tennis Data
To operationalize the macro-level athletic performance and longitudinal national competitiveness metrics for South Korean table tennis, this study extracts the annual year-end (December) official world rankings for both the Senior Men's and Women's Team Standings from the historical digital repositories of the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) and the World Table Tennis (WTT). Methodologically, to resolve the temporal inconsistency where automated annual global team ranking matrices were not uniformly institutionalized prior to 2010, this study follows established sports econometric literature by utilizing the finalized sovereign placements from the World Table Tennis Championships Teams (ITTF Major Standings) as consistent proxy variables for the 1992–2009 observations. All statistical units for this region are strictly aggregated under the formal IOC/ITTF designation code 'Korea (KOR)'. Data from 2010 to 2020 capture the standardized year-end ITTF World Team Rankings, while the 2021–2024 panel sequence incorporates the recalibrated ranking architecture managed under the WTT governance framework. Time-fixed and country-fixed effects are integrated into our empirical specifications to absorb high-frequency statistical noise caused by the 2021 WTT ranking operational transition.
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