Supplementary Table 1. Baseline Clinical and Demographic Characteristics of Post-Cardiac Surgery Patients in the External Cohort, Stratified by Infection Status (Suspected, Confirmed, and Sepsis).
	Variable
	Suspicion
	p
	Confirmed
	p
	Sepsis
	p

	
	No (n=408)
	Yes (n=81)
	
	No (n=453)
	Yes (n=36)
	
	No (n=470)
	Yes (n=19)
	

	Age, years
	68.17±9.58
	71.19±8.22
	0.004
	68.44±9.57
	71.56±7.68
	0.029
	68.45±9.47
	74.15±8.40
	0.010

	Biological sex, n (%)

	Male
	276 (67.6%)
	61 (75.3%)
	0.191
	309 (68.2%)
	28 (77.8%)
	0.266
	322 (68.5%)
	15 (78.9%)
	0.451

	Female
	132 (32.4%)
	20 (24.7%)
	
	144 (31.8%)
	8 (22.2%)
	
	148 (31.5%)
	4 (21.1%)
	

	SBP, mmHg
	113.20±17.12
	115.10±15.40
	0.323
	113.36±17.11
	115.47±15.40
	0.427
	113.43±17.14
	115.58±12.80
	0.623

	DBP, mmHg
	59.78±11.28
	61.20±12.29
	0.339
	59.87±11.44
	61.83±11.60
	0.333
	59.94±11.36
	61.79±13.67
	0.568

	WBC count, ×10⁹/L
	13.01±5.72
	11.75±4.63
	0.035
	12.91±5.65
	11.46±4.17
	0.058
	12.83±5.60
	11.98±4.84
	0.463

	RBC count, ×10¹²/L
	3.17±0.61
	3.23±0.63
	0.411
	3.17±0.61
	3.30±0.58
	0.202
	3.18±0.61
	3.12±0.62
	0.707

	Platelet count, ×10⁹/L
	143.82±54.66
	144.23±55.36
	0.951
	144.74±54.61
	133.19±55.75
	0.238
	143.57±55.15
	151.68±43.01
	0.435

	Hemoglobin, g/dL
	9.56±1.93
	9.60±1.76
	0.862
	9.53±1.87
	10.10±2.15
	0.126
	9.59±1.91
	9.11±1.41
	0.170

	FPG, mg/dL
	127.29±43.78
	126.68±30.49
	0.879
	127.22±42.55
	126.78±32.08
	0.938
	127.47±42.52
	120.37±17.76
	0.128

	BUN, mg/dL
	17.56±8.86
	18.16±10.98
	0.645
	17.74±9.30
	16.72±8.42
	0.494
	17.71±9.27
	16.37±8.56
	0.512

	Creatinine, mg/dL
	1.04±0.86
	0.93±0.36
	0.072
	1.02±0.82
	0.97±0.37
	0.448
	1.03±0.81
	0.84±0.27
	0.013

	Sodium, mmol/L
	137.79±2.66
	137.28±2.63
	0.116
	137.70±2.65
	137.78±2.79
	0.876
	137.76±2.65
	136.37±2.48
	0.027

	Potassium, mmol/L
	4.43±0.50
	4.43±0.43
	0.945
	4.43±0.50
	4.48±0.39
	0.413
	4.43±0.49
	4.33±0.43
	0.303

	Chloride, mmol/L
	106.93±4.14
	106.90±3.70
	0.956
	106.94±4.16
	106.69±2.66
	0.614
	106.98±4.00
	105.47±5.52
	0.254

	SOFA
	5.84±2.37
	5.69±1.97
	0.555
	5.85±2.35
	5.33±2.00
	0.146
	5.79±2.34
	6.32±1.29
	0.112

	BMI, kg/m²
	28.75±4.63
	31.04±8.58
	0.021
	28.97±5.13
	31.23±9.17
	0.151
	29.02±5.33
	31.94±8.19
	0.139

	Hypertension, n (%)

	Yes
	167 (40.9%)
	35 (43.2%)
	0.908
	184 (40.6%)
	18 (50.0%)
	0.311
	196 (41.7%)
	6 (31.6%)
	0.558

	No
	111 (27.2%)
	22 (27.2%)
	
	127 (28.0%)
	6 (16.7%)
	
	128 (27.2%)
	5 (26.3%)
	

	Myocardial infarction, n (%)

	No
	186 (45.6%)
	36 (44.4%)
	0.177
	208 (45.9%)
	14 (38.9%)
	0.443
	212 (45.1%)
	10 (52.6%)
	0.444

	Yes
	97 (23.8%)
	13 (16.0%)
	
	103 (22.7%)
	7 (19.4%)
	
	108 (23.0%)
	2 (10.5%)
	

	Heart failure, n (%)

	No
	196 (48.0%)
	38 (46.9%)
	0.257
	217 (47.9%)
	17 (47.2%)
	0.290
	229 (48.7%)
	5 (26.3%)
	0.153

	Yes
	62 (15.2%)
	18 (22.2%)
	
	71 (15.7%)
	9 (25.0%)
	
	76 (16.2%)
	4 (21.1%)
	

	Stroke, n (%)

	No
	252 (61.8%)
	53 (65.4%)
	0.567
	283 (62.5%)
	22 (61.1%)
	0.974
	292 (62.1%)
	13 (68.4%)
	0.466

	Yes
	23 (5.6%)
	6 (7.4%)
	
	27 (6.0%)
	2 (5.6%)
	
	27 (5.7%)
	2 (10.5%)
	

	Cancer, n (%)

	No
	251 (61.5%)
	51 (63.0%)
	0.213
	281 (62.0%)
	21 (58.3%)
	0.421
	289 (61.5%)
	13 (68.4%)
	0.663

	Yes
	15 (3.7%)
	0 (0.0%)
	
	15 (3.3%)
	0 (0.0%)
	
	15 (3.2%)
	0 (0.0%)
	

	Central Venous Catheter, n (%)

	No
	363 (89.0%)
	74 (91.4%)
	0.693
	405 (89.4%)
	32 (88.9%)
	0.785
	418 (88.9%)
	19 (100.0%)
	0.245

	Yes
	45 (11.0%)
	7 (8.6%)
	
	48 (10.6%)
	4 (11.1%)
	
	52 (11.1%)
	0 (0.0%)
	

	Surgery type, n (%)

	CABG
	275 (67.4%)
	52 (64.2%)
	0.716
	304 (67.1%)
	23 (63.9%)
	0.504
	316 (67.2%)
	11 (57.9%)
	0.516

	Valve
	82 (20.1%)
	15 (18.5%)
	
	91 (20.1%)
	6 (16.7%)
	
	92 (19.6%)
	5 (26.3%)
	

	Combined
	51 (12.5%)
	14 (17.2%)
	
	58 (12.8%)
	7 (19.4%)
	
	62 (13.1%)
	3 (15.8%)
	

	TIR (70-139 mg/dL), %
	69.90±19.08
	39.06±19.15
	<0.001
	67.44±20.29
	31.47±18.95
	<0.001
	65.63±21.95
	43.93±19.92
	<0.001


Abbreviations: BMI = body mass index; BUN = Blood urea nitrogen; CABG = Coronary artery bypass surgery; CVC = Central venous catheter; DBP = Diastolic blood pressure; FPG = Fasting plasma glucose; HF = heart failure; RBC = Red blood cell; SBP = Systolic blood pressure; SOFA = Sequential organ failure assessment; TIR = Time in range; WBC = White blood cell.
