Appendix:
Survey
	[bookmark: _Hlk171709214]Personal information

	1.
	What is your highest professional qualification?
· Bachelor
· Master 
· Other (Please specify)

	2.
	Did you complete your training with Dubai Health before you were appointed as a General Dentist?
· Yes
· No 

	3.
	How many years of work experience do you have as a General Dentist?
· 0-5 years 
· 6-10 years 
· 11-20 years
· +21 years 



4. Please rate your proficiency and frequency of performing (in your current practice) the following general requirements:

	Below are two scales.

	Please use the first scale to select the rating that best describes your level of proficiency (i.e., capability of performing) the following requirements, and the second scale to select the rating that best describes the frequency of performing the respective requirements in your current practice.
	Proficiency 
	Frequency 

	
	Strongly Disagree,
Disagree,
Neutral,
Agree,
Strongly Agree,
Not appliable 
	Never, Rarely, Sometimes, Often, Always, not applicable 

	General requirements
13 components
	1. I fulfil my professional duties and obligations in compliance with local, federal, and international laws and regulations governing dental practice.
	
	

	
	2. I consistently uphold ethical and professional standards while prioritizing patient-centred care.
	
	

	
	3. I communicate effectively and collaborate well with colleagues, patients, and their families to ensure optimal care.
	
	

	
	4. I apply clinical reasoning and evidence-based decision-making when diagnosing and treating patients.
	
	

	
	5. I actively educate and encourage patients and the community to adopt behaviours that promote oral health.
	
	

	
	6. I integrate scientific principles and infection control measures into my daily clinical practice.
	
	

	
	7. I assess, plan, and manage patient care while maintaining accurate records and ensuring patient privacy.
	
	

	
	8. I recognize my professional limitations and appropriately refer complex cases to specialists to ensure optimal patient outcomes.
	
	

	
	9. I build and maintain positive relationships with colleagues while respecting professional roles within multidisciplinary teams.
	
	

	
	10. I ensure that patient records are accurate, confidential, and comply with legal and regulatory requirements at all times.
	
	

	
	11. I treat all patients with dignity, respect their cultural values and diversity, and show compassion to individuals of all backgrounds, including those with disabilities.
	
	

	
	12. I respect patients’ right to make independent decisions regarding their oral health choices.
	
	

	
	13. I rely on clinical guidelines based on evidence and critically assess medical literature to inform my practice.
	
	





	
	
	
	

	General Areas of Competency
2 components
	1. I obtain a detailed dental history from patients and thoroughly evaluate their medical history to inform treatment decisions.
	
	

	
	2. I gather comprehensive information about patients’ dental and medical conditions to design an appropriate and personalized oral health care plan.
	
	

	Clinical Core Competency
6 components
	1. I perform thorough examinations and diagnoses of oral health conditions across all patient demographics, including special populations.
	
	

	
	2. I gather and analyse patient medical data, diagnostic images, and clinical information to accurately assess and treat patients or refer them when necessary.
	
	

	
	3. I obtain and interpret intra- and extra-oral examination findings to develop accurate assessments and management plans for patients.
	
	

	
	4. I utilize non-invasive diagnostic aids such as pulp sensitivity tests, caries detection tools, and dental diagnostic casts in my clinical practice.
	
	

	
	5. I select appropriate cases for treatment based on diagnosis, patient considerations, and treatment options, including factors like medical history, radiographic challenges, and TMJ conditions.
	
	

	
	6. I recognize the signs and symptoms of medical conditions and understand how they impact oral health care, ensuring appropriate referrals to specialists when needed.
	
	

	Restorative Management and Treatment
7 components
	1. I manage dental caries using preventive measures and restorative techniques, including temporary and permanent restorations for both primary and permanent dentition.
	
	

	
	2. I perform direct and indirect restorations using various techniques, including inlays, on-lays, crowns, simple fixed bridges, and coronal restorations involving post and core techniques.
	
	

	
	3. I understand the clinical indications for veneers and recognize the need for additional training before providing advanced veneer treatments.
	
	

	
	4. I appropriately remove tooth tissue and place materials for temporary or permanent restoration, replacement of tooth structure, or rehabilitation of the dentition.
	
	

	
	5. I perform direct and indirect pulp capping when indicated for vital pulp therapy.
	
	

	
	6. I use Computer-Aided Design/ Computer-Aided Manufacturing (CAD/CAM) for direct and indirect restorations (when appropriate).
	
	

	
	7. I provide simple veneers and crowns but recognize the need for specialized expertise when managing full-mouth rehabilitations.
	
	

	Surgical Management and Treatment
2 components
	1. I perform simple and uncomplicated surgical extractions, referring cases with complications to specialists (as needed).
	
	

	
	2. I remove pathological tissues, including performing biopsies for suspicious lesions, following consultation with an oral surgeon.
	
	

	Prosthodontics Management and Treatment
5 components
	1. I provide single crowns and simple bridges where no major modification of surrounding tissues is required, ensuring favourable crown-to-root ratios and stable occlusion.
	
	

	
	2. I fabricate partial and complete dentures when no occlusal modifications are needed and recognize the need for specific training before providing implant-supported crowns.
	
	

	
	3. I identify and refer cases requiring complex prosthodontic management, such as full-mouth rehabilitation and high-aesthetic anterior restorations.
	
	

	
	4. I repair fixed and removable prostheses and perform denture rebase and reline procedures when indicated.
	
	

	
	5. I provide non-surgical management for temporomandibular joint (TMJ) disorders within my scope of practice.
	
	

	Endodontics Management and Treatment
3 components
	1. I perform root canal therapy for cases considered low in difficulty on both primary and permanent teeth.
	
	

	
	2. I evaluate cases with complex root canal anatomy, para-radicular pathologies, or other complications and refer them to an endodontist (as needed).
	
	

	
	3. I recognize the need for elective or multidisciplinary endodontic treatment in cases requiring joint care with prosthodontists for occlusion rehabilitation.
	
	

	Periodontal Management and Treatment
3 components
	1. I diagnose, prevent, and manage simple gingivitis and periodontitis, referring cases requiring deep debridement (e.g., pockets >5mm) to a specialist.
	
	

	
	2. I collaborate with other dental specialists and healthcare professionals in managing complex periodontal cases.
	
	

	
	3. I evaluate and manage the peri-implant health and stability of dental implants to ensure long-term success.
	
	

	Paediatrics Management and Treatment
3 components
	1. I perform dental caries removal, pulpotomy, and root canal therapy for primary teeth (when indicated).
	
	

	
	2. I provide prosthetic replacement of missing teeth in children using removable or fixed appliances and manage passive space maintainers.
	
	

	
	3. I recognize and refer children with special needs, severe dental anxiety, or growth abnormalities to a paediatric dentist for specialized care.
	
	

	Oral Disease Management and Treatment
3 components
	1. I identify chronic, soft tissue, or hard tissue mucosal lesions and refer patients to the appropriate specialist when necessary.
	
	

	
	2. I provide treatment for oral infections using antibacterial, antiviral, anti-inflammatory, and antifungal medications as indicated.
	
	

	
	3. I evaluate, diagnose, and manage oral health conditions in patients with a history of cancer therapy, referring them when specialized care is needed.
	
	

	Preventive
3 components
	1. I perform regular dental check-ups, scaling, and dental prophylaxis to maintain oral health.
	
	

	
	2. I actively promote good oral hygiene habits and practices to my patients.
	
	

	
	3. I perform all steps of topical fluoride treatment, fissure sealant application, and Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF) application when indicated.
	
	

	Emergency
3 components
	1. I provide pain relief, infection control, temporary restorations, or tooth stabilization and refer to a specialist or hospital (when necessary).
	
	

	
	2. I manage injuries to teeth, gums, and oral tissues, including fractures, avulsions, luxations, lacerations, hematomas, and post-surgical complications.
	
	

	
	3. I provide urgent intervention for dentoalveolar injuries, including facial fractures, and perform dressing, re-attachment, re-implantation, and splinting, referring to a specialist (when needed).
	
	

	Medication Prescription
2 components
	1. I prescribe medications and controlled substances only for dental-related conditions, including pain management, infection control, and oral health treatments.
	
	

	
	2. I adhere to regulations when prescribing controlled (CD-A) and semi-controlled (CD-B) drugs, ensuring appropriate duration and emergency department restrictions for CD-A prescriptions.
	
	

	Anaesthesia
1 component
	1. I provide local and regional block anaesthesia within the head and neck area in accordance with my professional scope of practice.
	
	




	Specific Areas for Further learning and development

	
	Where (in terms of competence) do you feel most challenged in your practice? Feel free to share (without compromising patient privacy) reflections on particular case(s) from your practice.
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………


	
	How would you like the institution(s) you (professionally) belong to support you in developing the abovementioned competencies/ the competencies you indicated in the preceding question? Feel free to share details and/ or examples that would work for you.
…………………………………………………….………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………

	
	Please share any additional comment(s) you may have. Feel free to share details and/ or examples that would work for you.
…………………………………………………….………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………





