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Supplementary Table S1. Pearson-based parallel analysis for the ESATC-7 total score.
	Factor
	Observed eigenvalue
	PA mean
	PA 95th percentile
	Observed eigenvalue as % of total variance

	1
	3.181
	1.211
	1.288
	45.44

	2
	1.031
	1.123
	1.173
	14.73

	3
	0.771
	1.055
	1.101
	11.01

	4
	0.649
	0.996
	1.034
	9.27

	5
	0.504
	0.938
	0.977
	7.20

	6
	0.475
	0.876
	0.920
	6.78

	7
	0.390
	0.801
	0.856
	5.57


Note. Thresholds were generated from 1,000 independent 326 × 7 standard-normal datasets (seed 20260711). Percentages refer to observed eigenvalues divided by seven and are not PAF common-variance estimates.


Supplementary Table S2. Polychoric parallel analysis for the ESATC-7 total score.
	Factor
	Observed polychoric eigenvalue
	PA mean
	PA 95th percentile

	1
	3.727
	1.273
	1.376

	2
	0.996
	1.157
	1.227

	3
	0.669
	1.070
	1.128

	4
	0.564
	0.993
	1.041

	5
	0.415
	0.919
	0.967

	6
	0.365
	0.841
	0.902

	7
	0.263
	0.748
	0.821


Note. Thresholds were obtained from 1,000 independently permuted datasets preserving each item’s observed marginal distribution. The polychoric matrix was re-estimated for every permutation (seed 20260711).

Original item pool, retrospective content map and scoring
The Explicit Stigmatizing Attitudes Toward People With Cancer Scale (ESATC; Polish: Skala Jawnych Postaw Stygmatyzujących wobec Osób z Chorobą Nowotworową) was developed from the archival 10-item pool shown below. The retrospective mapping clarifies content coverage and conceptual overlap. It was completed for reporting purposes and is not a formal expert-panel content-validity study. CASS domains are the closest conceptual domains and do not imply item equivalence. The paper questionnaire displayed the verbal options definitely yes, rather yes, no opinion, rather no and definitely no without printed numerical values. In the preserved analytical dataset, values ranged from 1 = strongly disagree to 5 = strongly agree; US3 and US8 were reverse-scored, so higher values indicated stronger stigmatizing endorsement for every analyzed item.
Supplementary Table S3. Original ESATC item pool and retrospective content mapping.
	Code
	Original Polish wording
	English translation
	Primary content domain
	Closest CASS domain(s)
	Status

	US1
	Osoby chore na raka powinny płacić wyższe składki ubezpieczeniowe
	People with cancer should pay higher insurance contributions
	Insurance-based financial exclusion
	Financial discrimination
	Excluded: weak item performance; policy-specific content

	US2
	Nie chciałbym / nie chciałabym pracować z osobą chorą na raka
	I would not want to work with a person with cancer
	Workplace social distance
	Avoidance
	Retained in ESATC-7

	US3
	Nie mam nic przeciwko, aby osoba chora na raka była w gronie moich przyjaciół
	I have nothing against a person with cancer being among my friends
	Friendship acceptance
	Avoidance / awkwardness
	Excluded: non-stigmatizing item did not cohere

	US4
	Nie chciałbym / nie chciałabym, aby osoba chora na raka była chrzestnym / chrzestną mojego dziecka
	I would not want a person with cancer to be the godparent of my child
	Restriction of a symbolic family role
	Avoidance / severity
	Retained in ESATC-7

	US5
	Będąc pracodawcą nie zatrudniłbym / nie zatrudniłabym osoby chorej na raka
	As an employer, I would not hire a person with cancer
	Employment discrimination
	Policy opposition / financial discrimination
	Retained in ESATC-7

	US6
	Chorzy na raka nie powinni brać kredytów
	People with cancer should not take out loans
	Credit-based financial restriction
	Financial discrimination
	Retained in ESATC-7

	US7
	Chorzy na raka nie powinni mieć dzieci
	People with cancer should not have children
	Reproductive restriction / paternalism
	Policy opposition / severity
	Retained in ESATC-7

	US8
	Nie mam nic przeciwko przebywaniu z osobą chorą na raka płuc w tym samym pomieszczeniu przez wiele godzin
	I have nothing against spending many hours in the same room with a person with lung cancer
	Physical proximity / possible contagion beliefs
	Avoidance / awkwardness
	Excluded: non-stigmatizing item did not cohere

	US9
	Osoba z widocznym rakiem skóry powinna unikać przebywania w miejscach publicznych, a zwłaszcza w tych, gdzie są dzieci
	A person with visible skin cancer should avoid public places, especially places where children are present
	Exclusion from public space / visibility
	Avoidance / severity
	Retained in ESATC-7

	US10
	Osoba z ogoloną głową - chora na raka - aby nie rzucać się w oczy, powinna zawsze zakładać chustę/czapkę/perukę na głowę
	A person with cancer and a shaved head should always wear a scarf, hat, or wig to avoid drawing attention
	Concealment of visible treatment effects
	Awkwardness / avoidance
	Retained in ESATC-7


Note. ESATC-7 total score = US2 + US4 + US5 + US6 + US7 + US9 + US10. Possible range: 7–35. No norms or cut-off scores are available. The score does not assess the full multidimensional CASS construct.

