Table 3 - Comparison of trace element concentration ranges in sediments during the dry/rainy season with national and international regulatory limits.

	
	
	
	Regulations 

	Element
	Concentration ranges in the dry season
 (μg g-1)a
	Concentration ranges in the rainy season
(μg g-1)a
	CONAMA nº 454/2012 (Brazil)
	TEL – CCME 2001 (Canada)
	PEL – CCME 2001 (Canada)
	ERL – NOAA 1995 (EUA)
	ERM - NOAA 1995 (EUA)

	
	
	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	ETV (μg g-1)
	PEV (μg g-1)
	ETV (μg g-1)
	PEV (μg g-1)

	
	
	
	MTL
 (μg g-1)
	MTL (μg g-1)
	
	
	
	

	Cd
	<0.02
	<0.02
	19
	70
	0.7
	4.2
	1.2
	9.6

	Cr
	(0.058 - 3.458)
	(0.051 – 3.98)
	81
	370
	52.3
	160
	81
	370

	Cu
	<0.14
	<0.14
	34
	270
	18.7
	108
	34
	270

	Pb
	0.99
	<0.42
	46.7
	218
	30.2
	112
	46.7
	218

	Zn
	(0.238 – 5.80)
	(<0.07 – 4.62)
	150
	410
	124
	271
	150
	410


a(Minimum Value – Maximum Value); CCME – Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment; CONAMA – Conselho Nacional do Meio Ambiente; ERM – Effect Range Median; ERL – Effect Range Low; ETV – Ecotoxicological Threshold Value; MTL – Maximum Tolerated Limits; NOAA – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; PEL – Probable Effect Level; PEV – Probable Effect Value; TEL – Threshold Effect Level.


