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Table 1S Measurement Items, Factor Loadings, AVE, and CR
	Variable
	Items Used
	Factor Loading
	Mean
	SD
	CR
	AVE
	√AVE

	Tolerance of Corruption
	1. Most local governments are corrupt to some extent, so a little corruption is not a big problem.
	0.851
	1.993
	0.989
	0.816
	0.930
	0.905

	
	2.  Corruption can serve a useful function in overcoming bureaucratic inefficiencies in the local government.
	0.934
	2.084
	1.018
	
	
	

	
	3.  Giving informal payments to local officials is just part of how things work.
	0.924
	2.210
	1.114
	
	
	

	Perceived Personal Insulation from the Consequences of Public-Sector Corruption
	1. Whether the local government is corrupt or not has little impact on my life.
	0.826
	2.650
	1.111
	0.761
	0.905
	0.874

	
	2.  I am generally unaffected by corruption in local government.
	0.941
	2.552
	1.060
	
	
	

	
	3. Even if the local government is corrupt, I can still live comfortably.
	0.846
	2.478
	1.045
	
	
	

	Societal Impact of Corruption
	1. Corruption in local government reduces the quality of public services.
	0.796
	3.732
	0.906
	0.785
	0.916
	0.886

	
	2. Corruption in local government undermines citizens’ overall quality of life.
	0.981
	3.830
	0.883
	
	
	

	
	3. Corruption in local government increases the financial burden on taxpayers.
	0.872
	3.918
	0.903
	
	
	

	Perceived Access to Personal Networks
	1. Due to my personal ties with local politicians, I can pull some strings to make things go faster.
	0.898
	2.454
	1.114
	0.77
	0.911
	0.875

	
	2. My connections with local influential figures help me bypass bureaucratic obstacles.
	0.844
	2.339
	1.049
	
	
	

	
	3. Because of my connections, I can secure favorable treatment from local authorities.  
	0.897
	2.508
	1.157
	
	
	


Note. All the factor loadings were significant at the p < 0.001 level; AVE = Average Variance Extracted; CR = Composite Reliabilities  



Table 2S Sample Characteristics
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percent

	Gender
	
	

	Men
	115
	39.0

	Women
	180
	61.0

	Age (in years)
	
	

	18-30
	160
	54.2

	31-40
	73
	24.7

	41-50
	38
	12.9

	51-60
	22
	7.5

	Above 60
	2
	.7

	Education
	
	

	Below Bachelor's
	111
	37.6

	Bachelor's
	180
	61.0

	Masters
	4
	1.4

	Length of business operations (in years)
	
	

	Less than 1 year
	2
	.7

	1-10
	252
	85.4

	11-20
	34
	11.5

	21-30
	6
	2.0

	31-40
	1
	.3

	Local status
	
	

	Yes
	133
	45.1

	No
	162
	54.9

	Economic Status (relative to other people in the community)
	
	

	1 = Much worse off
	6
	2.0

	2 = Somewhat worse off
	11
	3.7

	3 = About the same
	231
	78.3

	4 = Somewhat better off
	33
	11.2

	5 = Much better off
	14
	4.7





 
 

