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Methods and Sensitivity Analysis
Manuscript: One in four Indian births is now by caesarean section — NFHS-6 analysis
S1. Data source and extraction procedure
NFHS-6 (2023–24) state fact sheets were downloaded from https://rchiips.org. Files were decoded using Latin-1 encoding in Python 3.12. State sections were identified using the delimiter "— Key Indicators". For each state, only the first section occurrence was processed. Each indicator line was split at the "(%) " marker; the values appearing after the marker correspond to columns: (1) Urban NFHS-6, (2) Rural NFHS-6, (3) Total NFHS-6, (4) NFHS-5 comparison. The Total column (column 3, zero-indexed column index 2) was used for all state-level analyses. For indicator I.18 (total fertility rate), which uses "(children per woman)" instead of "(%)", the line was split at the last ")" character. All 27 verifiable spot-checks against known NFHS-6 published values passed.
S2. Handling suppressed (*) and parenthetical values
Asterisks (*) in NFHS-6 fact sheets indicate estimates based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases (suppressed due to unreliability). Parenthetical values, e.g. (69.5), indicate estimates based on 25–49 unweighted cases (shown but unreliable). In the extraction code, asterisks were replaced with missing (None); parenthetical values were treated as numeric data. MDCI could not be computed for Andaman and Nicobar Islands (I.39 fully suppressed across all strata) and Ladakh (I.39 fully suppressed). For Chandigarh (I.39 = 65.0%) and Lakshadweep (I.39 = 75.0%), the total values are parenthetical (small sample); their MDCIs (2.01 and 2.25) are included but interpreted with caution.
Supplementary Table S1. Sensitivity analysis (n = 30, excluding five small UTs)
Excluded: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Ladakh, Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.

	Model
	Parameter
	β
	SE
	95% CI lo
	95% CI hi
	t
	p-value

	1
	Intercept
	+29.686
	14.993
	+0.301
	+59.072
	1.980
	0.048

	1
	I.36 (% public births)
	+−0.101
	0.224
	−0.539
	+0.338
	−0.450
	0.653

	1
	I.7 (insurance)
	+0.120
	0.165
	−0.203
	+0.442
	0.726
	0.468

	2
	Intercept
	+48.012
	16.109
	+16.439
	+79.586
	2.980
	0.003

	2
	I.12 (education)
	+0.351
	0.116
	+0.124
	+0.578
	3.026
	0.003

	2
	I.18 (TFR)
	−19.121
	6.375
	−31.616
	−6.626
	−2.999
	0.003


β = OLS coefficient (HC3 robust SEs); Model 1 (n=30): R²=0.028, adj-R²=−0.044, F-p=0.744. Model 2 (n=30): R²=0.352, adj-R²=0.304, F-p<0.001. Results directionally consistent with main analysis (n=35) and statistically stronger.
