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1. Additional File 1: English-Language Semi-Structured Interview Guide
Study title: Risk Awareness or Regulatory Burden? Trust, One Health Responsibility, and Antimicrobial-Use Compliance in Chinese Food-Animal Production
Purpose: This interview guide was developed specifically for the present study to examine how food-animal producers and relevant stakeholders understand antimicrobial resistance, antimicrobial stewardship, regulatory requirements, veterinary support, and administrative burden.
Target participants: Food-animal producers, veterinarians or veterinary technicians, veterinary-drug sellers, agricultural regulators, and downstream buyers.

Opening Script
Thank you for agreeing to participate in this interview. The purpose of the study is to understand antimicrobial-use practices and the institutional conditions affecting responsible antimicrobial stewardship in food-animal production. Participation is voluntary. You may decline to answer any question or stop the interview at any time. Your responses will be anonymized and used only for academic research. With your permission, the interview will be audio-recorded.
A. Participant and Production Background
Please briefly describe your role in food-animal production, animal-health management, regulation, veterinary service provision, medicine sales, or food procurement.
What type of animals, production system, or supply-chain activity are you primarily involved in?
How long have you worked in this field?
How would you describe the scale and market orientation of the production operation with which you are most familiar?
B. Disease Management and Antimicrobial-Use Practices
What normally happens when animals become ill?
Under what circumstances are antimicrobial medicines used?
Who usually makes decisions about the medicine selected, dosage, treatment duration, and withdrawal period?
Where are antimicrobial medicines normally obtained?
What records are normally maintained when antimicrobials are purchased or administered?
What practical difficulties arise when attempting to follow treatment instructions or withdrawal-period requirements?
C. Awareness of Antimicrobial Resistance and Food-Safety Risk
What does antimicrobial resistance mean to you?
What consequences may result from unnecessary, inappropriate, or poorly supervised antimicrobial use?
Do you believe antimicrobial use on an individual farm can affect animals, consumers, workers, downstream buyers, communities, or the environment? Please explain.
How serious do producers consider antimicrobial residues, resistant bacteria, treatment failure, and market penalties?
What sources of information about antimicrobial resistance are most trusted or most frequently used?
D. One Health Responsibility and Stewardship
What responsibilities do producers have when making antimicrobial-use decisions?
How do producers balance immediate animal-health needs with longer-term resistance, food-safety, environmental, and public-health risks?
Does responsible antimicrobial use form part of being a good producer or animal caretaker? Why or why not?
How do economic pressure, disease uncertainty, buyer deadlines, and animal-welfare concerns affect producers’ sense of responsibility?
What would make responsibility easier to translate into daily farm practices?
E. Veterinary Advice and Veterinary Trust
How easy or difficult is it to obtain qualified veterinary advice when animals become sick?
How much confidence do producers place in veterinarians or veterinary technicians?
What makes veterinary advice appear competent, practical, independent, or commercially motivated?
What factors encourage or discourage producers from following veterinary recommendations?
When qualified veterinary help is unavailable, which alternative sources of advice are used?
F. Regulation and Regulatory Trust
How clear are current requirements concerning prescriptions, prohibited medicines, medicine records, residue testing, and withdrawal periods?
How fair, consistent, and predictable are inspections, testing procedures, and penalties?
Do regulatory authorities mainly provide guidance, mainly impose sanctions, or perform both roles? Please explain.
What experiences increase or decrease trust in local agricultural regulators?
Do producers believe that current rules are aligned with animal health, food safety, and farm realities?
G. Administrative Burden
Which antimicrobial-use requirements are most difficult to understand?
What time, financial, or administrative costs are involved in consulting veterinarians, keeping records, purchasing approved medicines, and arranging testing?
Do inspections, paperwork, fear of mistakes, or concern about penalties cause stress or frustration?
Are administrative burdens different for smallholders, medium-sized farms, and large commercial farms?
What tools, guidance, services, or procedural changes would reduce burden without lowering safety standards?
H. Compliance, Market Conditions, and Support
Which stewardship practices are easiest to follow, and which are most difficult?
How do buyers, certification systems, cooperatives, and market contracts influence antimicrobial-use behavior?
What happens when compliance creates production delays or financial losses?
Would support-oriented regulation, veterinary access, simplified records, or digital traceability improve compliance? Why?
What combination of enforcement and support would be most credible and effective?
I. Closing Questions
What is the single most important barrier to responsible antimicrobial use?
What is the single most useful policy or service improvement?
Is there anything else about antimicrobial use, regulation, veterinary services, food safety, or farm livelihoods that has not been discussed?
Suggested Probes
Could you provide a specific example?
Why do you think this occurs?
Does this differ by farm scale or production type?
Has this changed over time?
How did this affect the decision ultimately made?
What support or policy change would improve the situation?
Closing Script
Thank you for your time. Your responses will be combined with those of other participants and reported only in anonymized or aggregated form. No identifiable farm-level information will be included in publications or shared with regulatory authorities.
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