First contact
See incipit
The grammatical structure of the Italian language provides for the existence of only two genders, which it continues to reinforce. Furthermore, in common usage of the Italian language, the masculine overextension is employed to address a group of people whose gender identity is unknown, or of different gender identities (e.g., the “candidates for election”). Recently, there has been much discussion about the need to adopt gender-inclusive language, for example through the feminisation of certain nouns or through the introduction of new linguistic forms to express the neutral gender, such as the schwa, the asterisk, or the “u”. However, despite the heated media debate, there are very few studies on the actual usefulness of these linguistic forms in Italian. Furthermore, no study has addressed asking the people directly affected what they think about this topic. For this reason, the Department of Psychology of the University of Milan-Bicocca, with funding from the Fondazione Cariplo, has organised a research study to investigate the experiences of women, transgender people, and non-binary people regarding inclusive language. Those who agree to participate in this research will be able to share the role that traditional Italian language has played in their experience, what they think of inclusive linguistic solutions, and whether/how they use them.
In this way, they will contribute to making known, for the first time, the perspectives and real needs of the people targeted by Italian inclusive language, in order to properly inform the public debate. Participating in the research is simple: it involves a focus group of approximately two hours, which will be held at the University of Milan-Bicocca. At the end of the discussion, a small refreshment will be offered to relax and close the experience in the best possible way. The research is conducted in full compliance with privacy protection regulations and the code of ethics for psychological research activities: no data that would allow the identification of participating individuals will ever be made public.
If you would like to participate or would like further information, please send an email to: 
