Additional File 2. Table A2. Terminology for factorial cluster-randomised designs.
	Taxonomy
	Proposed Clinical Trials 
Terminology*
	Design of Experiments Terminology [25]

	Hierarchical Designs

	Design A(H1)
	standard factorial CRT with simple randomisation or  hierarchical factorial CRT, with a CRD
	factorial completely randomised design (CRD) with subsampling

	Design B(H2)
	 split-plot factorial CRT with clear details of the two sub-designs or  hierarchical factorial CRT (CRD, GRBD) 
	 split-plot design (CRD, GRBD)

	Design C(H3)
	 split-plot factorial CRT with clear details of the two sub-designs or  hierarchical factorial CRT with subsampling (CRD, GRBD CRT)
	 split-plot design (CRD, GRBD with subsampling)

	Design D(H4)
	  split-split-plot factorial CRT with clear details of the three sub-designs or  hierarchical factorial CRT (CRD, GRBD, GRBD CRT) 
	  split-split-plot design (CRD, GRBD, GRBD with subsampling) 

	Cross-Classified Designs

	Design E(C1)
	longitudinal factorial CRT with simple randomisation or  cross-classified factorial CRT, with a CRD.
	factorial completely randomised design (CRD) with subsampling

	Design F(C2)
	factorial crossover CRT with simple randomisation or  cross-classified factorial CRT, with a multiple LSD
	factorial multiple Latin square design (LSD) with subsampling

	Design G(C3)
	 strip-plot factorial CRT with clear details of the two sub-designs or  cross-classified factorial CRT (CRD CRT, CRD CRT)
	 strip-plot design (CRD, CRD)

	Design H(C4)
	 strip-plot factorial CRT with clear details of the two sub-designs or  cross-classified factorial CRT (CRD CRT, LSD CRT)
	 strip-plot design (CRD, multiple LSD)

	Mixed-Unit Designs

	Design I(M1)
	 strip-split-split-plot factorial CRT with clear details of the four sub-designs or  mixed-unit factorial CRT (CRD CRT, CRD CRT, GRBD, GRBD CRT)
	 strip-split-split-plot design (CRD, CRD, GRBD, GRBD with subsampling)

	Design J(M2)
	 strip-split-split-plot factorial CRT with clear details of the four sub-designs or  mixed-unit factorial CRT (CRD CRT, LSD CRT, LSD, LSD CRT)
	 strip-split-split-plot design (CRD, multiple LSD, multiple LSD, multiple LSD with subsampling)


* Preferred terminology is in bold.  



	


