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CARE items

1. Title
- Included.
- The title identifies the paper as a case report.

2. Key words
- Included.
- Current keywords: duodenum; spindle cell tumor; mesenchymal tumor; gastrointestinal stromal tumor; pancreaticoduodenectomy; case report.

3. Abstract
- Included.
- Covers rarity, presentation, diagnostic challenge, intervention, pathology, follow-up, and educational value.

4. Introduction
- Included.
- Explains the rarity of non-GIST duodenal spindle cell tumors and the difficulty of preoperative diagnosis.

5. Patient information
- Included.
- Age, sex, presenting symptoms, relevant negative history, and baseline clinical context are described.

6. Clinical findings
- Included.
- Admission symptoms and physical examination findings are reported.

7. Timeline
- Included.
- Diagnostic, surgical, and follow-up milestones are summarized in Figure 3.

8. Diagnostic assessment
- Included.
- Laboratory tests, CT, endoscopy, biopsy results, diagnostic uncertainty, and differential considerations are described.

9. Therapeutic intervention
- Included.
- Planned laparoscopic surgery, intraoperative findings, conversion to open surgery, and pancreaticoduodenectomy are reported.

10. Follow-up and outcomes
- Included.
- Early postoperative recovery, postoperative contrast study, discharge, and serial CT/MRI follow-up through May 28, 2025 are reported.

11. Discussion
- Included.
- Addresses diagnostic challenge, biopsy limitations, potential role of EUS, resectability-driven surgical choice, literature comparison, and cautious pathological interpretation.

12. Patient perspective
- Included.
- A brief patient/family perspective statement is present.

13. Informed consent
- Included.
- The manuscript states that written informed consent for publication of anonymized clinical information and related imaging data was obtained.

Discover Oncology specific points already reflected

- Case report educational value is stated in the abstract and discussion.
- Ethics waiver language is included.
- Follow-up outcome is explicitly reported.
- Literature comparison remains cautious and does not overclaim a definitive pathological subtype.

Points to confirm before submission

- Confirm that Ethics Committee of Yanbian University Hospital is the exact official committee name.
- Confirm that a waiver statement, rather than full approval wording, matches your real institutional situation.
- Confirm that the final figure set matches the legends exactly, especially Figure 2.
