Supplementary Material 4. Semantic harmonisation and coding — Reasons for the choice of ART initiation site
CBARTI study — key populations newly diagnosed with HIV by the community-based organisations implementing CBARTI (n = 158)
Methods
Open-ended responses to the two questions on the reasons for the freely chosen site of ART initiation (community-based initiation [CBARTI] versus health-facility-based initiation) were analysed among the 158 participants newly diagnosed with HIV by the community-based organisations (CBOs) implementing the CBARTI strategy. Of these, 134 chose community-based initiation (132 provided a reason) and 24 chose a health facility.
A qualitative approach combining lexical analysis and thematic grouping was used [51]. First, the raw responses were standardised: correction of spelling and accentuation, harmonisation of lexical variants referring to the same notion, and splitting of responses that cited more than one motivation into their component motivations. Each standardised motivation was then assigned to a coherent theme, taking into account the specific context of community-based ART for key populations.
Frequencies represent the frequency of occurrence: a response citing several motivations contributed to each corresponding theme, so the totals may exceed the number of respondents. The most salient motivations are displayed as Sankey diagrams, presented separately for each initiation site, in which the width of each flow is proportional to its frequency of occurrence.
A. Community-based ART initiation (CBARTI)
Respondents with a stated reason: n = 132  ·  total motivation occurrences: 138
	Theme
	Standardised term(s) (n)
	Representative verbatim responses
	n

	Community / peer support
	Community support (34); availability of community companions (2); peers on treatment (1); sense of belonging (1)
	“Community support” (×30); “Availability of community companions” (×2); “Community”; “My friend is also on treatment”; …
	38

	Promptness of initiation
	Speed / promptness (27)
	“Quick / fast” (×23); “Flexible hours, no time wasted”; “Accessibility, speed”; “Speed, proximity” (×2)
	27

	Privacy (confidentiality / discretion)
	Discretion (14) ; confidentiality (10)
	“Discretion” (×13); “Confidentiality” (×8); “Going unnoticed”; “Confidential”; “Community support and confidentiality”
	24

	Proximity
	Proximity (20)
	“Proximity” (×15); “Proximity to place of residence” (×2); “Closeness to place of residence”; “Speed, proximity” (×2)
	20

	Accessibility
	Accessibility (9)
	“Accessibility” (×7) ; “Accessible” ; “Accessibility, speed”
	9

	Comfort and wellbeing
	Comfort / at ease / fulfilment (7); safety (1)
	“Feels fulfilled at the drop-in centre” (×2); “Client at ease”; “To feel fulfilled”; “Relaxed / at peace”; “Safety”; …
	8

	Absence of stigma / discrimination
	Absence of stigma / discrimination (6)
	“No tigmatization” (×2); “The place is non-discriminatory”; “Non-discriminatory”; “Without discrimination”; “He feels at ease, without discrimination”
	6

	Extended / flexible hours
	Extended / flexible hours (6)
	“Extended working hours” (×3); “Flexible hours, no time wasted”; “Available at any time”; “Flexibility of working hours”
	6



B. Facility-based ART initiation
Respondents: n = 24  ·  total motivation occurrences: 24
	Theme
	Standardised term(s) (n)
	Representative verbatim responses
	n

	Proximity
	Proximity (16)
	“Proximity” (×16)
	16

	Trust in providers
	Trust (5)
	“Trust” (×5)
	5

	Privacy (confidentiality / discretion)
	Confidentiality (3)
	“Confidentiality” (×3)
	3
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