	1. Opening

	a. Introduction of interviewer and PATH
b. Overview of project and the research
c. Purpose of today’s interview
d. Obtain written informed consent

	2. Interviewee background

	a. Please state your title and describe your role.
b. How many years have you held this role?
c. What role does antimicrobial stewardship play in your current position?
d. Please describe any experience you’ve had prior to this role related to antimicrobial stewardship.

	3. General questions on antimicrobial stewardship

	a. How are antimicrobial stewardship efforts going in your jurisdiction and/or the country more broadly?  
a. Probe on progress and persistent or new challenges
b. What trends are you seeing in AMR?
c. Is there alignment across stakeholders on the priorities related to curbing AMR?
d. Have any new interventions been explored or piloted? If so, what were the results? If no, is there a willingness to try new interventions? 

	4. Antibiotic prescription policy/guidelines and implementation

	a. Is AMC/AMU and AMR surveillance data available? If so, is it used to guide the review/update of the guidelines?
b. How are antibiotic prescription/dispensing guidelines enforced and/or implemented, monitored at central and at the facility level?
a. Public vs private health sector?
b. Higher vs lower levels?
c. Why do you think providers choose to follow or not follow the guidelines for antibiotic prescription and use at the facility level? Are there specific factors that affect this decision?
a. Public vs private?
b. Higher vs lower levels?
d. What recommendations do you have to improve the use of available guidelines to guide the prescription and use of antibiotics at the facility levels?

	5. Antibiotic use policy/guidelines and implementation

	a. What interventions (e.g., health education, awareness campaigns, enforceable measures, etc.) do you think would ensure communities/individuals use antibiotics appropriately? Are there specific factors that might influence the effectiveness of such an intervention?
a. Public vs private health sector?
b. Higher vs lower levels?
b. Are there any interventions like this currently implemented? If yes, how are they monitored for improvement?
a. Public vs private health sector?
b. Higher vs lower levels?
c. What recommendations do you have to improve the appropriate use of antibiotics at the community/individual levels?

	6. AMR testing policy/guidelines and implementation + evaluating potential interventions

	a. How are diagnostic tests for antimicrobial resistance used in country? 
a. Are they consistently available at high level facilities?
i. If yes, what do you think is the cause of this success?
ii. If no, what do you see as the challenges to making this happen?
b. At lower facilities or  POC?
i. If yes, what do you think is the cause of this success?
ii. If no, what do you see as the challenges to making this happen?
b. At which level of health care are culture and antibiotics sensitivity tests should be available? 
c. What role does antibiotic sensitivity testing play in the current guidelines for antibiotic use?
d. Is there a referral system for AMR samples to be collected from lower-level facilities and tested in laboratories? 
a. If yes, how does this work and is it fully implemented at the facility level?
e. What are the challenges with this system and/or reasons it may not be fully implemented?
f. What are the factors affecting the utilization of available laboratory services to guide the prescription and use of antibiotics at the facility levels? 
a. Public vs private?
b. Higher vs lower levels?
g. What recommendations do you have to improve use of available laboratory services to guide the prescription and use of antibiotics at the facility levels?
h. We’ve understood from the literature (and maybe from our research once we’ve finished analyzing) that business motivations of pharmacies and dispensaries is one reason why antibiotics are misused. 
a. Does this align with your understanding? 
b. Are there any policies or ongoing efforts that address this issue?
i. We are also considering encouraging clinicians to properly prescribe antibiotics through recording results of diagnostic tests and linking them to prescriptions. They would either be compensated for this activity, or motivated to do this as proper diagnosis would lead to a subsidization for the patient and therefore increase patient flow.
a. What challenges do you see in implementing this?
b. Do you think this would decrease the number of patients improperly receiving antibiotics?
j. We’ve understood from the literature (though it was not confirmed in our research) that patient demand for antibiotics is one reason why antibiotics are misused. 
a. Does this align with your understanding? 
b. Are there any policies or ongoing efforts that address this issue? 
c. Are there any educational or advocacy efforts to educate at the patient level?
k. We want the patients to follow the optimal pathway for seeking antibiotics – being properly diagnosed with lab tests, getting a prescription, and purchasing the antibiotics. However, we are seeing that wait times and cost are the primary concerns for patients (both from their perspective and that of providers). To address this, we are exploring interventions to cover costs or otherwise motivate patients (who meet certain criteria) to properly seek clinical diagnosis and prescriptions before accessing antibiotics. 
a. What challenges do you see in implementing this? 
b. Do you think it would decrease the number of patients improperly receiving antibiotics?
l. Another option is to motivate pharmacists to refer patients to health care facilities if they meet the correct criteria. This would require them sending a referral note to be validated by a clinician and being compensated for this activity. 
a. What challenges do you see in implementing this?
b. Do you think this would decrease the number of patients improperly sold antibiotics?
m. All if these interventions can be seen as a form of Results Based Financing (otherwise known as Outcomes Based Financing or Paying for Results). 
a. Do you have any experience with this type of financing?
b. Do you think it is effective?
c. Do you think it can work in this context?



Thank you so much for taking the time to speak with me! Do you have any questions for me?
 
