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S1: 
Approach and methodology for child profile estimates as per the approved protocol 

Approach for the Profile Development of U5 Children 
The profiling approach was based on the UNICEF Conceptual Framework on the Determinants of Maternal and Child Nutrition24. The framework presented the causes of malnutrition on a scale of immediate determinants (diets and care), underlying determinants (food security, caring/feeding practices, and access to health and environments) and enabling determinants (resources, norms and governance), with interactions taking place both within and between various levels in this framework. The profile to be developed was based on this framework that identify and measure the outcomes of nutrition for U5 children in the surveyed areas and the different enabling, underlying and immediate determinants for the nutrition status. Particularly, the following issues were included in the profile. 

Survey Manual 
A survey manual was developed to appropriately manage the data collection through the survey. The manual included a clear description of field data collection procedures adapted for use by the survey teams. It included specific instructions for the interviewer on local customs and how to introduce the team to respondents, identify sampled households, initiate call-backs based on the protocol for full completion of the questionnaire and perform anthropometry measurement procedures correctly, etc. A chapter describing how to perform supervision tasks and conduct standardization procedures to ensure quality assurance during data collection was also included in this manual.


Administration of the Survey 
After the training was completed, the supervisors visited the respective unions and with the support from the local CSOs, collected the list of households having U5 children from the local Union Parishad (UP) secretary. From this list, the supervisors were to randomly take the number of samples allocated for the respective union of the upazila and prepare the list of respondents. This was the primary list of sample respondents. The supervisors then will use the same process and prepare a second list of respondents, which would contain 20% of the samples of the primary list. This second list was used as an alternative sample respondent list. If in any case the respondents from the primary list were not available, even after the callbacks, then the sample was replaced with one of the respondents randomly selected from this alternative list.


Ethical approval
Ethical approval for this study was obtained from the Institutional Review Board (IRB) of the Institute of Health Economics (IHE), University of Dhaka, and all data collection procedures were conducted in strict accordance with the approved protocol. All participant names presented as case studies are pseudonyms, and identifying details have been appropriately modified to protect respondents' privacy. Participation was restricted to adults aged 18 years and above, and informed consent was secured prior to data collection, with each participant fully apprised of the study's purpose, intended data use, and their unconditional right to refuse or withdraw at any stage without consequence. Prior to commencing fieldwork, all study team members participated in a child safeguarding orientation also conducted by Save the Children, ensuring the highest standards of behavior toward children and adolescents throughout the study. Data collection was conducted in a manner that was sensitive to child rights, gender, inclusion, and cultural contexts, ensuring respondents felt safe and comfortable during all interactions. Strict confidentiality and data protection measures were maintained, with no personal contact information collected or recorded that could link a respondent's identity to their responses. The study team also proactively identified and addressed any potential personal or professional biases in data collection and analysis, and all fieldwork was conducted in ways that avoided disruption to facility service provision, service providers, or household members of respondents. 
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Institute of Health Economics H .
University of Dhaka I
Arts Faculy Builing (dth Floor)

Dhaka - 1000, Bangladesh
Phone: 9661300.73,Ext.- 8640, 8641
Fax: 88.02.8615583,E-mal:drector@he.ac.bd, Website: www. lhe.acbd

Ref. No. IHE/IRB/DU/62/2023/Final Date: 19 November 2023

Dr. AF.M Igbal Kabir
Ventura Iconia, Level 3, House 37, Road 11, Block H, Banani, Dhaka 1213

Email: afmighalkabir@gmail.com

Title: Conduct Child Profile Estimates and Costing Model Development to Reduce
Child Undernutrition in Selected Coastal Area of Bangladesh

Dear Dr. A. F. M. Igbal Kabir,

‘The Institutional Review Board of the Institute of Health Economics (IHE-IRB), which is
approved by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federalwide Assurance
(FWA) No. FWA00026031 had reviewed your submissions, both the initial one and the
subsequent responding comments of the IHE-IRB for the ethical approval of the
proposal “Conduct Child Profile Estimates and Costing Model Development to Reduce
Child Undernutrition in Selected Coastal Area of Bangladesh’.

IHE-IRB is providing ethical approval of the proposal.

With thanks and regards,

Dr. Muhammod Abdus Sabur
Chair
Institutional Review Board
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