A Systematic Review of the Measure of Inpatient Falls

Appendix 1
Search Strings - https://doi.org/10.1079/searchRxiv.2026.0134
	Search line No.
	Search strategy

	1
	exp Accidental Falls/

	2
	(fall or falls or falling or slip* or trip*).mp.

	3
	Patient Care/

	4
	exp Hospitalization/

	5
	((hospital* or acute or secondary) adj3 (care or setting* or ward* or unit* or environment*)).mp.

	6
	((fall or falls or falling or slip* or trip*) adj3 (measur* or count* or audit* or evaluat* or prevent* or assess*)).mp.

	7
	"fall* per 100*".mp.

	8
	"fall*/100*".mp.

	9
	"fall* per 1,00*".mp

	10
	"fall*/1,00*".mp.

	11
	"fall* per thousand".mp. 

	12
	1 or 2

	13
	3 or 4 or 5

	14
	6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11

	15
	12 and 13 and 14

	16
	limit 15 to (humans and ("middle age (45 to 64 years)" or "all aged (65 and over)") and "humans only (removes records about animals)")








Appendix 2

Screening Tool

Reviewer Name:					Date:
Author:						Year:
Title:							Journal:
	
	Include
	Exclude

	Patient Population
	All papers that include adults (> 50 years old ) in a hospital setting.
	All papers that exclusively include children (18 years old or under) in any setting

	
	
	All papers relating to Emergency Departments

	
	
	All papers relating to Critical Care Units

	
	
	All papers relating to falls in the community and/or at home or permanent residence

	Interventions
	Papers that measure outcomes of Fall prevention interventions 
	Papers that exclusively consider the predictability of falls ( ie Risk Assessment strategies)

	Comparators
	All papers that use 1000 patient or occupied bed days or patient years or similar measures (based on 1 patient in 1 bed per day)
	Papers that do not consider the number of falls

	
	All papers that use a count of falls  % of falls, or rate or ratio as a measure
	

	Outcomes
	Improvement, deterioration and/or inconclusive results in number of falls experienced
	Any paper that does not report outcomes specified in this reviews inclusion criteria

	Study Design
	clinical trials with or without control
	Retrospective review of documentation

	
	RCT
	

	
	QI initiative 
	

	
	Longitudinal studies 
	

	
	
	

	Overall decision
	Included
	Excluded


Notes: 
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Data Extraction Spreadsheet
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