APPENDIX A: DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT GHANA COLLEGE OF NURSING & MIDWIVES


QUESTIONNAIRE FOR NURSING STAFF


Dear Respondent,

I am a resident at the Ghana College of Nurses and Midwives. I am researching the topic “Diathermy smoke evacuation practices among operating room nurses”. It is purely for academic purposes and your candid opinions are highly welcomed. Kindly spend a few minutes of your time responding to the questions below. Information given will be treated with great confidentiality and your anonymity will be protected during data analysis. Thanks for your anticipated response.
Section A: Demographic Characteristics of Participants

1. Gender: Male [ ]	Female [ ]

2. What is your age range? 20-29 [ ] 30-39[ ] 40-49[ ] 50-5[ ]

3. What is your academic level? Diploma [ ] Degree [ ] Post-basic [ ] Postgraduate [ ]
4. How long have you been employed in the hospital? 1-4 [], 5- 9 [] 10-14 [ ] 15-19 [] 20 and above [ ]
Section B: Knowledge of Diathermy Smoke

Using the following scale, please rate your attitude towards diathermy smoke evacuation practices by ticking against the respective statements using Yes; Not sure, and No.

	Statement
	Yes
	Not sure
	No



	1. Surgical smoke can contain harmful substances such as carcinogens and infectious agents
	
	
	

	2. Adequate ventilation alone is sufficient to mitigate the risks of surgical smoke exposure
	
	
	

	3.  Complications of surgical smoke can be dangerous/destructive to health
	
	
	

	4. HIV and hepatitis can be transmitted from inhaling surgical smoke in the operating room
	
	
	

	5.  Wearing a mask during surgical procedures is very important.
	
	
	

	6. Surgical smoke evacuation is only necessary for major surgeries, not a minor procedure
	
	
	







Section C: Attitude/ Current Practices

Please, indicate ‘Very useful, slightly useful, and not useful in the following statements regarding diathermy smoke evacuation practices.


	Statement
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure

	7. I always use personal protective equipment such as gowns, caps, and glasses to protect the surgical team from the hazards of surgical smoke.
	
	
	

	8.  I always use surgical and high-filtration masks
	
	
	



	9. I always position the smoke evacuation device as close to the surgical site as possible
	
	
	

	10. I always adhere to safety protocols to protect the surgical team from surgical smoke.
	
	
	

	11. I always use diathermy smoke evacuation equipment in the operating room
	
	
	

	12. I always insist on the use of smoke evacuators.
	
	
	

	13. I always set up a suction machine for every surgery that involves diathermy
	
	
	







Section D: Challenges/ Barriers

14. Have you had any training on diathermy smoke evacuation practices?

Yes [ ]	No [ ] Not Sure [ ]

15. Do you have functional diathermy smoke evacuation equipment?

Yes [ ]	No [ ] Not Sure [ ]

16. Does your theatre have a laid down protocol or procedures for surgical smoke evacuation?

Yes [ ]	No [ ] Not Sure [ ]

17. Do you have adequate staff to assist in carrying out smoke evacuation procedures?

Yes [ ]	No [ ] Not Sure [ ]

18. Does noisy wall-mounted evacuators and mobile suction systems prevent you from using them?
Yes [ ]	No [ ] Not Sure [ ]

23. Do surgeons refuse to use surgical smoke evacuators during surgical procedures involving diathermy use?
Yes [ ]	No [ ] Not Sure [ ]

24. Do you have adequate equipment and logistics to facilitate the use of diathermy?

Yes [ ]	No [ ] Not Sure [ ]



