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Context and importance of the submitted work
The present study addresses the increasing challenge posed by the invasive Fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda), a descructive agricultural pest that significantly threatens maize production throughout Africa and other tropical regions. The research is particularly valuable because it investigates the potential of locally available plant species, Azadirachta indica and Jatropha curcas, as sustainable and eco-friendly alternatives to synthetic insecticides, The findings enhance our understanding of insect-plant interactions, the insecticidal properties of botanical extracts, and environmentally responsible pest management approaches,. Furthermore, the study contributes to food security efforts by identifying effective strategies for reducing maize yield losses while minimizing the environmental and ecological impacts associated with excessive use of convectional chemical pesticides.
Manuscript Appropriate for the Journal of basic and Applied Zoology			      The study is highly consistent with the aims and scope of the journal of Basic and Applied Zoology for several reasons. First, it examines the biology and management of the economically significant insect pest Spodoptera frugiperda, which is of considerable importance in agricultural systems. Second, it contributes applied zoological knowledge by evaluating plant-derived bioactive compounds as potential alternatives for insect pest management. Third, the research investigates the responses of insects to botanical treatments, thereby enhancing understanding of insect ecology, behavior, and toxicology. Fourth, the findings provide practical insights relevant to agricultural zoology, integrated pest management and sustainable crop protection practices and finally, the study advances both fundamental and applied aspects of entomological research, which are key areas of interest to the journal. Overall, the manuscript makes meaningful scientific and practical contributions that align with the journal,s emphasis on zoological research and its applications in agriculture, pest management, and environmental sustainability, 
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