Supplementary Table 1. Candidate variables and coefficients from LASSO logistic regression at λ.min
	Candidate variable
	Standardized coefficient at λ.min
	Retained by LASSO

	5-minute Apgar score
	-0.471
	Yes

	Parenteral nutrition
	0.466
	Yes

	Feeding advancement rate >20 mL/kg/day
	-0.649
	Yes

	Formula feeding
	0.213
	Yes

	Initiation time of enteral feeding ≥1 h
	0.000
	No

	Absolute neutrophil count
	0.147
	Yes

	Neutrophil percentage
	0.259
	Yes

	Calcium
	-0.183
	Yes

	Procalcitonin
	0.388
	Yes


Candidate variables were variables associated with NEC in univariable analysis at P < 0.05. Predictors were standardized before LASSO logistic regression. The regularization parameter was selected by 10-fold cross-validation. Variables with non-zero coefficients at λ.min were considered retained by the LASSO model. NEC, necrotizing enterocolitis; LASSO, least absolute shrinkage and selection operator.




